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Got a tip for us?
Let us know
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UMSl’s adiacent areas a safety concern

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN
News Editor

Lieutenant John Schupp
of the UM-St. Louis Police
Department explained that
90% of the crimes that occur
on campus are from some-
one outside the UM-St. Louis
community. Schupp also said
the majority of the crimes
committed are “property
crimes” which occur when
students and faculty leave
their personal things unat-
tended. The Police Depart-
ment is constantly urging the
campus community to always
have control over their per-
sonal belongings.

“We made an arrest re-
centy within the last month
and the subject that we ar-
rested said thar he picked

[UM-St. Louis] as his place
of opportunity because the
opportunity was so great,’
Schupp said. “He said its
‘easy to steal at UMSL".”

Aside from keeping a
close watch on personal
property, the UM-St. Louis
Police Department urges
students, faculty and staff to
travel in groups at night and
to stay in well lit areas. Sch-
upp explained that any time
a student is in an area that is
“diminished in lighting at all,
[he or she] can become a tar-
get.” '

Stephan Tiratsuyan, se-
nior, finance, says that he
feels pretty safe on campus.

“I think generally [the
police department] is pretty
good. Mainly because [ work

on campus and they do a

pretty good job whenever
you call them up with a ques-
ton [or problem],” Tirat-
suyan said. “They come right
away and help you.”
Tiratsuyan also mentoned
that it seems to be pretty
common at UM-St. Louis for
people to have their belong-
ings stolen (Tiratsuyan him-
self had his phone stolen)
and that perhaps the Police
Department could look into
doing something about that.
James Levine, senior, mar-
keting, mentioned that while
the campus is generally safe,
the areas around the campus
make
Levine said that there have
been different “occurrences”
in the areas around campus.
“We saw a kid get shot
in broad daylight, on a Sun-

him uncomfortable.

day, two blocks down from
school,” Levine said. “Last
summer, they found a dead
body in the trunk of a car
at QuikTrip down the street.
Just those occurrences make
me feel unsafe on Natural
Bridge.”

The police officers for
the University of Missouri-
St. Louis, like those at all of
the universities in the UM-
System, are certified through
a “police officer standard in
training.”” Schupp explained
that the Police Department
at UM-St. Louis was the first
in Missoud to be accredited
through the Virginia-based
Commission on Accredi-
tation Law Enforcement
Agencies (CALEA).

See SAFETY, page 26

Benton-Stadler starved of funding again

» JASON BECKRING
Staff Writer

Benton-Stadler Hall will
continue to sit in limbo as
funding for its improvements
has been frozen by the state.
The University of Missouri-
St. Louis has spent a decade
petitioning the state to allo-
cate additional capital to aid
in the efforts of restoration
of Benton-Stadler Hall, the
ailing home of the sciences.

The UM System states
that “The Science Com-
plex at the UM-St. Louis
consists of five buildings:
Benton Hall, Stadler Hall,
the  Research  Building,
Anheuser-Busch ~ Ecology
and Conservaton Complex
(Greenhouse), and the Cen-
ter for Nanoscience (CNS)
Building. The total area of
the five buildings is 354,750
square feet. Previous stud-
ies of existing conditions in
Benton Hall, Stadler Hall and

the Research Building have
recommended  substantial
renovation and upgrades to
laboratories and public areas,
as well as provision for labo-
ratory space expansion.”

Benton Hall suffers from
both electrical and plumb-
ing problems. The building’s
contemporary competitive-
ness has steadily declined
throughout the years and is
in need of a complete over-
haul through the creaton
of a toral science complex.
Chemistry and Bio-chemistry
Department Chair Dr. Chris
Spilling explains: “Benton
Hall is in a general state of
disrepair.  We need new
teaching labs with functional
infrastructure.”

The proposed cost of
the endeavor is projected at
$28 million. The request of
the university was noticed
in June 2007 when Missouri
Governor Matt Bluat elected
that Senate Bill 389 would

provide a $350 million dollar
bandage to be placed upon
the wounds of not only UM-
St. Louis’ Benton-Stadler
Halls, but-also upon the hurt
of thirty other campuses
across the state.

The money would be
transferred from The Mis-
souri Higher Education Loan

JENNIFER MEAHAN / THE CURRENT

The originial Benton-Stadler remains. After much talk of
renovations, the science building is still unchanged.

Authority MOHELA) to the
proposed ventures.

Phase 1 of the proposed
renovatons were set to com-
mence earlier this year and
ending early 2011. Phases II
and III were scheduled for a
2014 ceremony of closure.

See FUNDING, page 26
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New Gl Bill Means Opportunity
to UM-St. Louis’ Veterans

» MARK WEBBER
Staff Wiriter

On the first of this
month, a historic event took
place when the new GI Bill,
entitled the Post 9/11 GI
Bill, was placed into effect.
Veterans across the nation
will receive full undergradu-
ate tuidon reimbursement
for their service following the
September 11, 2001 tragedy.
In a ceremony celebrating
the implementation of the
Post 9/11 GI Bill, President
Obama said, “I am honored
tO renew our commitment to
ensure the men and women
that wear the uniform of the

United States of America get’

the opportunities they earn.”

During his speech, the
president explained why the
improvement to the Mont-

What's SGA up to

> JESSICA KEIL
Editor-in-Chief

All summer, the Student
Government  Association
executives have planned for
the fall semester. Their plans
extend to homecoming, SGA
agendas, environmentalism
and beyond. They even have
a new logo.

“T think the biggest thing
for us this [school] year is
giving the students a voice
back,” GraceMarie Ritter, se-
nior, liberal studies and presi-
dent of SGA said.

“We want to be acces-
sible and receptive to what
the students want, Our focus
shouldn’t be mainly on the
administration, it should be
on what the smdents want
and then we go to the admin-
istration.”

One way that Ritter, along
with Greg Meyer (Vice Presi-
dent of SGA) and Dann Ros-
ner (Comprtroller) plans on
being more accessible is by
producing a newsletter, The
trio will also update a bulletin

gomery GI Bill was neces-
sary. “The contributions that
our service men and women
can make do not end with
when they take off that uni-
form.” He added: “We owe
a debt to all who serve and
when we pay that debt to
all those service members
among us then we are in-

_ vesting in our future... Now

with this policy, we are letting
those who have borne rthe
heaviest burden lead us into
the 21st century.”

This GI Bill provides the
most comprehensive educa-
tion coverage since President
Franklin Roosevelt signed
the original GI Bill following
WAVIL It offers veterans with
opportunities while transi-
tioning from the military life-
style. Because of confusion

board on the second floor of
the MSC and utilize dry-erase
boards on their office doors.

“If we are out of the of-
fice we are going to have a
dry-emase board out where
you can leave your contact
information or we can tell
you where we are,” Ritter
said. “We also want to do a
weekly update to the whole
assembly about what we have
been working on.”

At SGA meetings this
year, Ritter, Meyer, and Ros-
ner plan to continue with a
tradition started last year to
turn SGA green.

“SGA is completely green
now,” Rosner, senior, ac-
counting said. “There will be
absolutely no paper handed
out, all of the information
will be on the website... and
it will be updated quite of-
ten.”

Despite the fact that SGA
is ‘completely green,’ the ex-
ecutives still plan to send out
a newsletter geared towards
student organizations in the
SGA assembly. The newslet-

and complications regarding
the new GI Bill, the govern-
ment has created a website
called www.NewGIBill.org to
help answer questions.

According to the website,
under the conditions of the
Post 9/11 GI Bill, veterans
must have served at least 90
days of active duty service
post 9/11 or have served 30
days and been discharged for
a service related injury or ill-
ness. Tuition assistance can
be used at both public and
private universities, but is
capped at the cost of tuition
at public state universities.
Also included is a monthly
living sdpend and up to
$1,000 for books.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com

this fall?

ter will contain information
about the on-goings of SGA
executives as well as upcom-
ing current events on cam-
pus.

“It will be geared towards
the assembly so it can help
with the organization. Like
if the SGA rep (from a stu-

‘dent organization) couldn’
" make it to [SGA] meeting at

least they will still know what
is going on [after reading the
newsletter],” Ritter said.
Ritrer also announced four
events coordinated by SGA
that the group. would hold
this fall. Called ‘Pizza with
Professors, the four separate
events will include four dif-
ferent colleges on campus.
The four colleges are Fine
Arts and Communicatons,

Business, Arts and Education
and Science.
“Any  professors  that

would like to attend will
come, meet with students
and eat pizza,” Rosner said.

See SGA, page 26

New Conceal and Carry Law Could Seek to
Allow Guns on Campus

Missouri legislation sought to redraft
the law of possessing a concealed fire-
arm in House Bill #668. The bill passed
through the house in March, but found its
demise on the Senate floor when no ac-
tion was taken on its part. Though the bill
made no further progress, a reintroduction
under a different name and with amended
articles is possible when the new legislative
session convenes.

The redrafting sought to release the
prohibition of firearms from being car-
ried on to university campuses as well as
elementary, middle and high schools. In
addition, the revision sought to lower the
legal age limit to carry a weapon to twenty-
one. The revisions also proposed the use
of deadly force on unlawful entry onto
private property.

However, the bill stated that the re-
strictions concerning education facilities
should not be lifted “without the consent
of the governing bodyv of the higher edu-
cation institution or a school official or the
district school board.”

Supporters of the bill argue that the
allowance of firearms would assist in the
prevention of school shootings and add a
fecling of security to students.

Campus loses student to suicide

Thursday, July 9th around 1:00 PM.
a female student at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis committed suicide by
jumping off the parking garage by the Mil-
lenium Student Center on north campus.

All UM-St. Louis students received a
short email from the Office of Student
Affairs stating that a suicide took place
on campus and that no names will be re-
leased until the family has been notified.
The event was covered by the local media
outlet KSDK.

Editors Note: If you or someone you kiow
is experiencing suicidal thoughts, please contact
Connseling Services at 314-516-5711. If it is
an emergency and it is after office bours or it is
on the weekend please call 971, or Life Crisis
Services at 314-647-4357. Life Crisis Services is
a suicide prevention hotline that is available every
day of the year and at all hours;

(11
Journalism
is the ability to meet
the challenge of

filling space”
-Rebecca West

“ Philosophy is a discipline that encourages participants to think, to cnticize, and io

wonder.

“ From the very beginning, philosophers have asked the hard questons: Whal is
knowledge? How should we live? Is there a god? Are we free?

@ Philosophy classes at UMSL. allow [or extensive discussion ol important and interesting
issues. Classes are tanght by regular Baculty members who hold PhuD.s rom prestigious

institutions.

<% Since pliulosophy challenges our established assumptions and requires reasoned support
o all conclusions, philosophy courses give students highly useful analviical and critical

skills.

% Philosophy majors perform better on standardized tests like the LSAT, (8.7%), the
GMAT (11.096), and GRE (17.6% verbal, £.6% quantitative).
(1'he numbers indicate the percentages by which the average scores of philosophy
majors bettered the average scoves of all west takers. From The Chronicle of Eligher

Education)

A variety ol intro-level philosophy courses is offered cach and every semester at
UMSL. Consider sampling one of these staples: Phil 1130: Approaches to luhics, Phil
1150: Major Questions in Philosophy, Phil 1160: Logic and Lauguage. Phil 1185:
Philosophy of Religion. We also teach a trio of applied cthiues courses that are excellent
mmroductions to our discipline: Phil 2256: Biocthics, Phil 2254: Business Lithics, Phil

2255: Environmental Yithics.
R

~and] every semester.

D

Expand your Mind: Take a Philosophy Course this Semester \

Check our deparunental website (hp:/'www.umsledw/ ™ philo) for faller
descriptions of these courses. Also listed are descriptions of special offerings for Fall

- . b\
h 2009. These are upper-level and/or vanable-content courses that are not available ('m-]:.{‘ :i
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Now that we've asked you,
it's your turn to ask us!

www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

UNDERCURRENT

The start of the fall semester can be a
stressful time. Everyone needs a place
to relax. What's your favorite spot?

“My favorite place is
by the lake outside of
the MSC.”

Christina Fitzgerald
Senior
Business

“I really like Quarters
[in the MSC] because
that is where all

the cool people and
games are."”

Theresa Tang
Senior
Anthropology

“Anywhere off cam-
pus is my favorite
place to relax.”

“At the parking lot
before class starts is
my favorite place to
relax.”

Allen Van Dillan
Junior
BiochemyBiotec

“Anywhere outside
of my statistics
class!”

What about you? Sound off at
www.thecurrentonline.com

VERBATIM

“Even though we still have a few
issues to work out, what'’s re-
markable at this point isn't how
far we have left to go, it's how
far we've already come”
-President Obama, On
a new health care plan

“Just keep playing.”
-Edward Williams,
Two-time winner of
Kansas Lottery

"I never thought that buying
supplements and vitamins, it was
going to hurt anybody’s feeings.”
-David Ortiz, when
questioned about
being on the 2003 survey

“Put it in the 90 percent cat-
egory.”
-White House National
Security Advisor James
Jones on how certain
is the death of Mehsud,
a Taliban leader

“1 am an ordinary person who
has been blessed with extraor-
dinary oppurtunities and experi-
ences. Today is one of those
experiences.”
-Sonia Sotomayor on
receiving title of 1st
Hispanic Supreme
Court Justice

“Texting and driving should not
mix. We need to restore some
common sense to driving.”
-Transportation Secretary
Ray LaHood on a possible
law banning texting
while driving

STATS

Average percentage of insured men and women, age 18-29 in the U.S.

- Private insurance
Medicaid

Without insurance

This week:

We will return to our web
poll. The question will be:
“How should health care be
reformed?”

Answer at

www.thecurrentonline.com

Source: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey

—

@“Ietro
GET A METRO UMSL STUDENT

SEMESTER PASS

2 CAMPUS
METROLINK STATIONS

_ CONNECTING
MEeTroBUS RouTES

PURCHASE YOUR PASS

AT THE CASHIER’S OFFICE,
MiILLENNIUM STUDENT CENTER

Use TRIPfinder on www.metrostlouis.org to plan your trip on

MetroLink and MetroBus and see how Getting Around Town is a Snap, with Metro.
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Tuition: more than just class

» CHRIS STEWART
Asst. ARE Editor

University of Missouri-St.
Louis applies a schedule of
fees to every enrolled stu-
dent. Far from being a blan-
ket tuition charge, this sched-
ule allots each fee and even
portions of individual fees
to specific aspects of student
life, and includes numerous
services and discounts.

Students at UM- St. Louis
have access to a number of
facilities and amenities rang-
ing from free access to sports
and workout centers, health,
wellness and counseling ser-
vices, computing labs, art gal-
leries and recreational facili-
ties. Each are funded by small
fees paid by each student that
are calculated into their over-
all tuition.

There are six overarch-
ing categories of cost in the
UM-St. Louis 2009-2010 fee
schedule. The first of these
categories is the base educa-
ton fee. This fee is $245.60

per credit hour and is multi-
plied by the number of cred-
its a student takes. There Is a
$12.20 Information Technol-
ogy fee that goes to “support
hardware, software, supplies,
staff and infrastructure for
technology-based  facilities
and programs’ according to
UMI-St. Louis® Cashier’s Of-
fice web page. This is how
students have access to cam-
pus computing labs, various
computer stations around
campus; and MyGateway and
MyView, as comprehensive
communicatons  networks
have a substantial overhead
operational cost.

The next fee is the USA
Today fee which grants stu-
dents free daily access to ma-
jor Newspaper publicatons
including the USA Today and
the New York Times. This
fee of $2.00 is one of two
fees in the schedule that re-
main at the flat rate of $2.00
regardless of credit hours.

A Performing Arts Fee
of $10.00 is the only other

set-rate fee. At $10.00 during
fall and spring semesters and
$5.00 during summer semes-
ters the fees “...provide a
student discount of 25% per
ticket on a maximum of two
tickets for each event held in
the Performing Arts Center”.

The most complex of the
six main fees is the Student
Facility, Actvity, and Health
Fee. This cost of $34.89
per credit hour covers eight
specific sub-categories. The
University Center Fee of
$10.88 goes directly, accord-
ing to the Cashier’s Office
website, to “support the op-
eration of the Millennium
Student Center”” Likewise,
the Athletic Fee is $10.00 and
Recreational Facility Fee of
$2.75 is also logistical sup-
port funding mainly used for
the upkeep of their facilities.
The Student Activity Fee of
§4.46 enables student organi-
zations to function each year,

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com

Tom George elected to the Great Lakes
Valley Conference chair

After six vears of active participation
in the Great Lakes Valley Conference
(GLVC), Tom George, Chancellor of Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis was elected
chairman of the President’s Council. This
Division II conference is “one of the best,
if not the best” of the other Division II
conferences, according to Tom George.
This athletic conference for college sports
teams includes teams from various states:
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky and
even as far as Wisconsin.

According to George, the number of
teams presently taking part in this confer-
ence is now 14, and in the process of add-
ing a fifteenth, Maryville University and
the University of Illinois-Springfield to
the division. The number of teams is up
from the previous amount of 11.

Even though the chancellor has re-
cently been elected as the chairman of the
president’s coundil, a two-year term, his
dutes have not changed due to his previ-
ous activism in the GLVC. The major dif-
ferences he will experience as being the
chairman of the President’s Council will
be to run the GLVC meetings and to work
more closely with the commissioner, Jim
Naumovich. In additon to making deci-
sions on schedules, scholarships of the
athletes are discussed during the meetings.

Ending their six-week program, STARS
participants graduate

On July 17, another group of Stu-
dents and Teachers as Research Scien-
tists (STARS) participants graduated the
program. The STARS program that the
University of Missouri-St Louis hosts is
affiliated with Washington University, St.
Louis University, the Donald Danforth
Plant Science Center, and Southern Il-
linois University — Edwardsville. It is a
program offered to high school students
in the metro area.

The 71 students who participated in the
program had the opportunity to take part
in advanced research projects with various
well-known and prestigious science faculty
at the various organizations who took part
in the program. The various departments
included Physics, Biology, Chemistry and
Psychology amongst others. According to
Kenneth Mares, director of the STARS
program, the students in this program are
not the average high school students who
are thinking of possibly going into scien-
tific studies.

Mares said that “these are kids who
want to be scientsts, nothing else.” The
STARS program gives these high school
kids a deeper understanding of the re-
search and investigation process in sci-
ence, along with giving them knowledge
of research protocol. : -

Leifeld leads university to break fundraising record

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN
News Editor

On July 20, the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis
announced their fundraising
record has been broken by
donations in the 2009 fiscal

year (July 1, 2008 to June 30, -

2009).

The University raised a
total of $26.9 million, an in-
crease of 54% over the §9.4
million raised in the 2008 fis-
cal year.

The final amount of $26.9
million was made possible by
three large donations which
totaled $7.7 million. The
donadons came from the
Anheuser-Busch Foundaton
($2.5 million), the Founda-
tion for Credit Education
(83.25 million), and a third
donation of which the donor
has not yet been disclosed ($2
million). The name of the
third donor will be releasec{

in the upcoming month.

Brenda Mcphail, Associ-
ate Vice Chancellor of Ad-
vancement for Development
said that UM-St. Louis has
changed its “fundraising ap-
proach”. The university used
to focus on large corpora-
tdons for donations to the
school whereas now alumni
have become a larger part of
fundraising,

Martin  Leifeld, Vice
Chancellor for University
Advancement explained that
the university’s alumni are
sort of like a “proverbial
sleeping giant.”

“Sometimes the Univer-
sity is taken for granted of
being right here in St. Louis,”
Leifeld said, “so by drawing
attention to our alumni the
need for support, the impor-
tance of support, and how
that could advance the uni-
versity we are seeing a great
deal of positive response.”

Mcphail also  explained
that instead of “project-
based funding,” the school
has made a shift to “prospect-
based funding,” In prospect-
based funding, the alumni
choose the area in which they
would like to contribute.

“Instead of asking them
to support the projects that
are our priorities, [we] talk to
them and find out what their
passions are,” Mcphail said.
“Then we try to match those
donors to the activitdes and
programs we have on cam-
pus.”

Leifeld explained that
many alumni and other po-
tential donors are unaware of
public universites’ growing
need for financial support.
Leifeld said public universi-
ties do not need to work as
hard as private universities
to gain support from their
alumni because they wete
“well supported by their

states.” However, with the
dismal economy and budget
cuts at every turn, critically
needed funding has been
frozen. Leifeld attributes the
alumni’s growing support to
be a reaction from the their
realization that public uni-
versitios are desperately in
need of funds that in previ-
ous years the state may have
provided.

“l think people are be-
coming more [aware] that the
times have changed,” Leifeld
said, “and I'd like to think that
that in some way in the midst
here when we talk about
more alumni [supporting] the
University, [that] they are be-
coming sensitized these new
realities, that things aren’t the
way they were twenty and
thirty years ago.”

Appointed last August,
Leifeld made some changes
once he took office such as
reallocating salary dollars to

create some new positions,
and joining some areas of
“overlapping interest.” For
example “alomni relations”
was joined to “annual giving”
under one director. Leifeld
explained that the purpose of
joining these two-entites was
to help increase efficiency.

Leifeld also explained that
the university is in the “quiet
faze” of its first fundraising
campaign.

The campaign began July
1, 2005 and will conclude
June 30, 2012. Since it is the
university’s first fundraising
campaign, it has laid a lot of
infrastructure for fundrais-

ing.
Chancellor of UM-St.
Louis Tom George expressed

“that he “could not be more
pleased” with the Division
of “Advancement and Vice
Cha.ﬁ‘qcllor for Advance-
ment, Marﬁn Leifeld.

“Against all odds, with the

economy turned down like
it is and we’re getting an in-
crease of 54% over last years
level and [even] last year’s
level was an increase from
before,” George said. “Con-
sidering how ‘young we are
[the university], it’s amazing.”

The Division of Advance-
ment is already off to a great
start for the 2010 fiscal year
as well, despite the fact that
fundraising often decreases
in the summer.

During the first month
of the 2010 fiscal year, $3.75
million in commitments to
the University were raised,
helped along by the donation
of yet another large gift to
the university. g

The donor of the first
large gift of the fiscal year
will be announced as part of
the Division for Advance-
ments public announcement
in September.
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Career services helps students find jobs, plan careers

> BRIAN CRAYCRAFT
Features Editor

New students at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis
who need to put some mon-
ey in their pockets might be
interested in finding a job
while they are in school.

Whether they want to
work on or off campus, Ca-
reer Services in the Millen-
nium Student Center is the
place t go.

But over and above help-
ing students find a little part-
time work, Career Services
can help new students with
serous long-term

planning.

“In Career Services we

career

love to see people get started
as early as possible in their

To live

> BRIAN CRAYCRAFT
Features Editor

For 18-year-old incoming
freshman Joana Holliman,
campus living means one
thing: freedom. “T've been
living under the umbrella of
my parents forever, now it’s
time for me to be free,” she
said. Holliman believes living
on campus is the first step to
reaching independence.

“It’'s the quickest, easiest
way out,” she said. The bub-
bly communications major
plans to move into one of

Oak Hall’s four-bedroom
suites at the end of the
month.

Living on campus is ideal
for most freedom-seeking
freshmen who are immersing
into college life for the first
time. “Renting an apartment
for someone my age with no
credit history and no real job
is unrealistic. It was this or

career development,” Emily
McEneny, Assistant Direc-
tor of Career Services said.
“Someone who is a fresh-
man just coming to campus
can get started exploring
what is out there in the field
of careers and get started
on the right path to finding
that great full-time job after
graduation.”

A freshman who walks
into the Careet Services of-
fice will get an appointment
with a Career Services Coor-
dinator who can help the stu-
dCﬂt pllt 4 resume thCthC[
and get moving toward an
internship or a part-time job.

Career Services not only
offers job search assistance,
they also have a seres of web
pages that can help students

Or not

my SpongeBob-themed bed-
room, so I’'m happy with my
decision so far,” she laughed.
Residental Life and Hous-
ing Director Jonathan Lidgus
thinks that Oak Hall is per-
fect for students like Holli-
man. “It is typically for stu-
dents aged 18 - 22 starting
out [at UM-St. Louis],” he
said.
There

tants on

are resident assis-
every wing of the
building, a live-in graduate
assistant, and professional
staff on-call 24 hours a day,
so even though students like
Holliman will be on their
own, they will never be alone.

Oak Hall's amenites in-
clude a heated pool, 24-hour
fitness center and laundry
facilities, plus a convenience
store. However, there is a re-
quired meal plan to live in the
dorm, the cheapest costing
8978 per semester.

For a nine-month academ-

choose a major. From the
Career Services homepage,
click “Resources” from the
menu on the left side of the
screen and you will be taken
to a page with numerous
links, one of which is “What
Can I Do With This Major?”
Follow that link to find a
page that provides a wealth
of information connecting
majors with careers.

Teresa Balestreri, the Di-
rector of Career services, has
some advice for new UM-
St. Louis students who are
thinking about their career
path. They need to get accli-
mated to the university. They
need to make good grades,
they need to focus on their
academics, but be keeping
in their minds, “Where am [

to live...on campus, housing

ic school year, students inter-
ested in living in Oak Hall
can anticipate paying 35,610
for the single four-bedroom
suite, and $4,490 for the
double suite. The prices do
not include the required meal
plan.

For those students who
have surpassed dorm life,
there is Mansion Hills Con-
dominiums. “Mansion Hills
are for upperclassmen who
are ready to transition to a
more independent style of
living,” said Lidgus. Students
21 years of age or older,
graduate students, students
with families, and transfer
students are all encouraged
to live in Mansion Hills,

Mansion Hills is even pet
friendly, but like Oak Hall, it
has live-in resident assistants,
and a required meal plan.
“The meal plan required for
Mansion Hills is only $200,”
said Lidgus.

going with this?”, said Bal-
estrari.

But why should a fresh-
man care about Career Ser-
vices when he or she has not
chosen a major? “There are
assessments that are available
to all students but are re-
ally excellent for freshmen to
take. These assessments can
help them understand how
their interests and personality
traits will parlay into a career
where they will be satisfied
and successful,” Balestreri
said.

In addition to job search
help, workshops are a regular
item on the Career Services
schedule of events and all
students are welcome. Dur-
ing September, students can
attend

sessions on inter-

viewing skills, get resume
crifiques, or attend the Fall
Internship and Job Fair to
be held in the Mark Twain
Building. Students can sign
up for these workshops in
the Career Services office
or online from a Workshops
link on the department’s
homepage.

Career Services is avail-
able to current students and
UM-St. Louis alumni both,
no matter what stage of their
career path they are on. Ona
recent afternoon, Dianne Sa-
lem, a UM-St. Louis graduate
with a B.S. in Biochemistry,
was in the Career Services
office using one of the com-
puters there to help with her
job search.

The economic climate is

o
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difficult for job-hunters right
now and Career Services Is
an important part of her job
search strategy.

“I'm applying for bio-
chemist positions but I also
have experience in marketing
and business development,
so I can apply online here for
a variety of positions,” Salem
said.

Career Services is in 278
Millennium Student Center,
next to the Cashier’s office
and across from the book-
store. Their website is www.
umsl.edu/depts/career, or
you can search for Career
Services from the UM-St
Louis homepage. All stu-
dents are welcome to walk in
Monday through Friday dur-
ing regular business hours.

“SOFI SECK / THE CURRENT

University Meadows is just one of many housing options at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.

Students choose
whether to live in the unfur-
nished one- or two-bedroom
units in which they would
be responsible for electric,
internet and cable for $635-

can

$750 a month. The inclusive
one- and two-bedroom units
which include electric, inter-
net and cable go for $830-
$990 a month.

Mansion Hills’ amenities

include a pool, dishwasher,
recreational areas and all elec-
tric appliances in every unir.
To learn more about cam-
pus housing, call the Housing
office at 314-516-5877.
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UM-St. louls 200 team up for new course on global climate change

» CATE MARQUIS
Staff Writer

Global climate change is
a much-discussed topic with
far-reaching implications. But
sorting out the scientific facts
in the debate and judging the
merits of the arguments can
be a daunting task for many.
A new course that is a col-
laborative effort of the Saint
LLouis Zoo, UM-Saint Louis’
Whitney R. Harrs World
Ecology Center and the Des
Lee Collaborative Vision
seeks to shed light on both
the science and the public
debate on climate change and
global warming, and what we
can or should do.

“Global Climate Change”
is being offered through the
University’s Continuing Edu-
cation Department as a non-
credit course for the general
public. It can also be taken

as a 2-hour credit course, un-

dergraduate or graduate, by
students of UM-St. Louis,
Washington University and
St. Louis University.

The class will be held
at the Saint Louis Zoo, on
Thursdays, Aug. 27 - Dec. 10,
6 to 8 p.m.,, at the Explora-
tion Outpost, located on the
lower level of the Orthwein
Animal Nutrition Center at

the Saint Louis Zoo.
This is certainly a timely
topic. This wide-ranging

course has something to of-
fer evervone, with a series of
discussions ranging from de-
fining climate change, weath-
er, scientific data, political
perspectives, economic and
environmental implications
to ways to address its effects.
Each discussion is presented
by a researcher or other ex-
pert in that field of smdy.
This course will be useful
to all students, those already

convinced and those who are

not convinced that global cli-
mate change is occurring. For
those already on boatd, it will
cover the evidence so that the
students will be much more
effective advocates. And of
course, for members of the
general public, it will give a
fair treatment and in depth
review of the data available,
and the uncertainties,” Dr.
Robert Marquis, Professor of
Biology at UM-Saint Louis
said.

People can also register
for single sessions in the
15-week course at $19 per
talk. This is the first time the
course has been offered but
there are plans to make it a
regular course offering.

Speakers include Carl
M. Bender, Konneker Dis-
tinguished Professorship

of Physics at Washington
University, and Lea-Rachel
Kosnik, Assistant Professor
of Economics at UM-Saint

Louis. A full listing of top-
ics and speakers is available
at  wwwumsl.edu/continu-
inged/artssciences/noncred-
it/globalclimatechange.html.

The idea for the course
came from graduate student
Humberto ‘Beto’ Dutra, who
is working on his PhD in bi-
ology here. Last year, Dutra
went to the World Ecology
Center’s Conservaton Fo-
rum at the Zoo and heard
one of the Zoo’s leaders talk-
ing about St. Louis’ potential
to become a center for con-
servation knowledge due to
the many - universities here
doing work on conservation
including: the Nature Con-
servancy branch, the Whit-
ney Harris World Ecology
Center, the Saint Louis Zoo
and the Missouri Botanical
Garden. Dutra realized that it
was true but wondered how
to bring that about.

“So we thought about of-

-Zo0o’s

fering a course that would
talk about a major problem
that is going on, which is
global climate change, but it
would not be offered just to
UMSL students, because, es-
pecially for the graduate stu-
dents in out department, that
is preaching to the choir,” he
said.
out to the local community”’

Dutra turned to Dr. Pa-
tricia Parker to help orga-
nize this course. Parker is

“We wanted to reach

.Desmond Lee Professor of

Zoological Studies in the
Department of Biology at
UM-St. Louis but also Senior
Scientist at the Saint Louis
WildCare Institute.
She is also part of the univer-
sity’s World Ecology Center.
Parker gives full credit for the
idea to Dutra.

“On Christmas Day, I got
an email message from him,
saving ‘T noticed that there is
no course in the Saint Louis

area; despite all the numbers
of strong academic institu-
tions here, there is no course
on this important current is-
sue of global climate change,
and I have put together one,”
Parker said. “So he had al-
ready, at that stage, come up
with the basic idea. And his
idea was that there is no one
person in St. Louis who has
all this information and is
capable of teaching a well-
rounded good course that
approaches all the perspec-
tives. His idea was to invite
speakers who, amongst them,
had all this expertse. He ac-
tually needed a faculry person
to sort of be the front person
for it and invited me to be
that person, since I was gen-
erallv familiar with the topic
and had a connection with
the Zoo.”

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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Who Should Be in Our Next Faculty “Spotlight?”
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You Tell Us! -

Dr. Kurt Schreyer

» INTERVIEW BY MARK WEBBER
Staff Writer

The Current: What is your impression of the University of Missours-St.
Louis in regards to its students, faculty, and facilities?

Kurt Schreyer: UMSL students have impressed me with the
way in which most of them are “in the driver’s seat” (if you
will) of their education. They know how many credits they
need, whar electives they want, and so forth. While I find
them ro be very busy most of the time--juggling school work,
a job and family responsibilities--I'm happy to work with any
student who wants to be in my class.

TC: What is your impression of Saint Louis? What do you like best
about Saint Louis? What don't you like?

KS: My wife and I recently bought a house and we’re very hap-
pv to call St. Louis our home. 1 love the pride that people have
in their neighborhoods and in the city; it’s rather infectious
too. I’ve lived all over the country--from Florida, to Idaho,
New York, to Colorado--and I think St. Louis is special,

TC: What do you think are inportant attributes of a good student?

KS: I've taught at several different institutions, public and pri-
vate. I find tnat what makes the best student is not necessar-
ilv inrellectual ability—it’s often simple time management skills
and personal initiative. Are you a self-starter? Do you antici-
pate upcoming assignments and the work that will be required
to complete them? The best way to manage these demands
is to ask vourself a simple question that will help you to pri-
oritize vour obligations: namely, “What is the best possible
use of my time right now?” Sometimes the answer to that
question will be “write the Shakespeare paper I've been put-
ting off)”” but sometimes the answer will be “Go hangout with
my friends and decompress after a hellish Shakespeare exam.”

TC: What do_you expect from students who take one or more of your
conrses? 4

KS: What I do not expect is for them to have ever read Shake-
speare before or to like his works. Read the assignments ahead
of time, come to class prepared with thoughts and questions.
Did I mention reading the assignments?

TC: What do you think are tmportant attributes of a good instructor?

KS: Students tell me all the time that my enthusiasm for the
material helps them to enjoy it as well. I'm proud of that.
In Shakespeare’s time there were tremendous debates about
how to properly educate young people, but one thing that all
could agree on was that pleasure and enjoyment were crucial
to learning, I'm not the smartest Shakespearean, but I defi-
nitely love what I do and I want to let the students see that.

TC: Describe your teaching style in your own words,

KS: My pedagogical approach to the material depends on class
size and type. Most of my undergraduate Shakespeare classes
are somewhat large--around thirty-five students--and so a lec-
ture style, I find, is most suitable. That said, however, I do
takea very “Socratc” approach to my lectures; there is a lot
of Q&A interaction between myself and the students. My
detailed PowerPoint presentations help to facilitate these ex-
changes. One of my colleagues recently observed that I called
on more than half of my students during one class session. I
was delighted to hear that; I never force students to partici-
pate, but I make every effort to prompt them to do so. For
example, I offer study questions on each play that we read to
guide their reading as well as to catalyze further inquiry.

TC: Why do_you choose to make the Renaissance strange rather than
Jamiliar?

KS: As a young high school teacher several years ago, I was
desperate to get my students to like Shakespeare as much as I
did. So I often drew comparisons berween his plays and pop-
ular TV shows, movies, and music. At some point, however,
it occurred to me that this approach might have the opposite
effect. At some level it begs the question: “If Shakespeare
is just like my favorite movie or sitcom, then why do I need
to take this class?” The result, is that they tune out. I have
found--as I myself continue to learn more about the culture
of sixteenth-century England--that highlighting the differenc-
es between our own times and the age of Shakespeare leads
a student to wonder, “Why did they do that? Why did they
believe that?” Familiarity often breeds boredom; strangeness
has therefore become my goal--that’s where learning begins.

AHMAD ALJURYYED / THE CURRENT
Dr. Kurt Schreyer, Assistant Professor, English Department with “Will in the World" by Stephan Greenblatt. |

TC: Can you tell ns anything about the current book you are writing? }
1

KS: Drama was being performed in England for centuries be-
fore Shakespeare came on the scene: plays in Latin as well

as English, religious plays, folk plavs, processions, university %
performances, church interludes. Despite this rich dramatic
heritage, many twentieth century literary historians were very
reluctant to explore similarities between Shakespeare’s plays
and his medieval precursors. My book hopes to join an ex-
citing new wave of scholarship seeking to find continuities
and discontinuities across the Medieval-Renaissance divide. It
argues that Shakespeare borrowed certain stage props, archi-
tecture and practices from earlier medieval drama even as he
disparaged those old plays as amateurish and rude.

TC: Have advice for students after college?

KS: Don't be afraid of the future or the unknown. Seck the
advice of those you admire and respect, then listen to your
heart and let the adventure begin, always knowing that your
weaknesses can become your strengths if you work at them.

TC: Have any advice for incoming freshmen?

KS: Don't fret if you come in “undecided” about your major.
First year courses are deliberately designed to be a kind of
salad bar where you can pick and choose until you make up.
your mind. | :

Once you do, focus and make your studies your first prior-
ity. Also, don’t be afraid (as I was) to knock on your instruc-
tor’s door ahd seek out their advice.



Aucust 10, 2009 | The Current | 9

> SEQUITA BEAN
Asst. Features Editor

University of Missouri-

St. Louis students do not

know that there is a place on
campus that can take you al-
most anywhere in the world.
Whether you want to sip
wine in France, enjoy Osu’s
vibrant nightlife in Ghana,
or try Skyr in Iceland, this
place can help you get there
while simultancously earning
school credit along the way.

This little known place on
campus is the Study Abroad
Office.

It is located at 261 Mil-

lennium Student Center in

the Center for International
Studies and is the resource
center for all things about
studying abroad.

“We offer more than 80
different programs in 40 dif-
ferent countries so the selec-
tion can be overwhelming at
first glance,” Jenny Bazzetta,
Study Abroad Coordinator
said.

These programs include
semester and academic year
sessions for students want-
ing to spend 6 to 9 months
abroad.

There are also programs
for students who cannot
commit to programs longer
than a few weeks.

“We offer a variety of
faculty-led programs, which
are a perfect fit for students
who can only allot two to
three weeks to study abroad
during the summer or winter
intersession.

These  programs  are
unique in that they are group
programs with 10-30 partici-
pants, primarily from UM-St.
Louis, and a UMSL faculty
leader provides some or most
of the academic instruction
during the trip” Bazzetta
said.

This summer, the center
offered programs in South
Africa, China, France, Spain,
Germany, Greece and Ire-
land.

Intermediate level Spanish
language students are able to
participate in the Costa Rica

-__ Studying abroad with UM-St. Louis

SEQUITA BEAN / THE CURRENT

Tourist and locals passing each other on the streets of a small
town in France.

oreign outlets.

times you will need

your destinations.

Top 5 Must-haves for Traveling Abroad

1. International power adapter: This is extremel
gm?ortant because American electronics do not wor
n

2. Your laptop: This is the easiest and cheapest wa!

to stay in contact with your friends and family. If
you won't have internet access where you are, bring
DVDs to keep yourself entertained on boring days.

3. Pocket language dictionary: Some international
places have many Anﬂlophone_ habitants, but some-
elp from someone who only

speaks their native language. '

4. Maps: Maps make sightseeing easier, especially if
you will be walking or taking public transportation to

5. Digital Camera: For capturing the memories.

program taking place this up-
coming winter intersession.
For those who may be
concerned about the costs
of studying abroad, Bazzetta

says students are often sur-
prised at how affordable it is.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com

MyGateway and MyView:

online student services
R e

» BRIAN CRAYCRAFT
Features Editor

Two online services are
available at the University
of Missouri-St Louis that
all new students will need
to become familiar with.
The first is MyGateway, an
online course management
system that also contains
the student email program,
and the second is MyView,
a source for student records
such as class schedules and
enrollment information.

MyGateway is your on-
line connection to the class-
es that you are enrolled in.
Many students use it every
day. Professors can post
documents on MyGateway
such as the course syllabus
and assignments, and stu-
dents can use MyGateway
to check their grades for
assignments or be a part
of group chat sessions.
MyGateway is also where
students send and receive
email.

MyView, on the oth-
er hand, is not for daily
schoolwork. It is the web-
site. where you can check
your class schedule, regis-
ter for or drop classes, pay
your tuition and other fees,
or check on the status of fi-
nancial aid.

To access MyGateway
and MyView you will need
an SSO 1D, or Single Sign
On, plus a password. You
will also need your SSO
ID and password to log on
to any of the computers in
campus computer labs.

Jaime Lincoln is an Ad-
mission Advisor who often
speaks to prospective stu-
dents about the MyView
website. “Immediately after
applying at UM-St. Louis,
new students will receive an
SSO ID letter in the mail.
The letter contains the SSO
ID and a temporary pass-
word,” Lincoln said. “When
you log on with the tempo-
rary password, the system

‘quired information,

MyView@UMSL
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will walk you through the
process of creating a new
permanent password.”

If you have vour SSO
ID but for any reason do
not have your temporary
password, vou will need to
activate your account on-
line. You will need to do this
from home or with the help
of a member of the support
staff in one of the campus
computer labs.

To activate your account,
go to http://gatewayid.
umsl.edu, the homepage
for SSO, and click Activate
Your Account on the left
hand side of the page. On
the Activate Your Account
screen, enter your SSO ID
along with the other re-
and
create a password. Your
password must be at least
eight characters long, and
contain three of the fol-
lowing four requirements:
uppercase letters, lowercase
letters, a number (0-9), and
a symbol (7., ! ). An ex-
ample of a password with all
four requirements would be
“Paswird.”

Your SSO ID is used
for your campus email ad-
dress. For example, if your
email address is tren92@
umsl.edu, your SSO ID is
tren92. Enter your SSO 1D
and password in the proper
fields on any page that asks
for your login information.

The website for MyGate-
way is http://mygateway.
umsl.edu. For MyView, it is
http:/ /myview.umsl.edu.
An easy way to get to My-

MyGateway Login

Security Information

SSOID

|

Password

x

Logging in acknowicdges
agreement to acceptable use
policy.

Gateway or MyView is from
the university’s homepage
at www.umsl.edu. That
web page address is easy
to remember, and it is also
the page that opens auto-
matically in the Internet
browsers on computers in
the campus computer labs.
From the university homep-
age, simply click on the link
for MyGateway or MyView
underneath the University
‘of Missouri— St. Louis ban-
ner at the top of the page.

Both MyView and My-
Gateway contain more in-
formation and services than
could possibly be covered in
one brief overview.

Technology is an impor-
tant tool for UM-St. Louis
students, and you can find
out more about computer
resources on campus by vis-
iting the Information Tech-
nology Services homepage
at  www.umsl.edu/tech-
nology, or by clicking the
Technology link at the top
right of the UM-St. Louis
homepage.
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Campus science research focuses on neurodynamics, nanoscience

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

The University of Missouri - St. Louis campus features not only a varety of academic
departments, but an array of institutes or centers that focus on interdisciplinary research, com-
munity services, and teaching in fields ranging from cultural to scientific,

Center for Neurodynamics

The Center for Neuro-
dynamics started out as a
collaborative effort between
biologists and  physicists
working to unravel neuro-
logical puzzles at the bound-
ary of the two fields of study.
Founded by Lon Wilkens,
Frank Moss and Steve Lehm-
kuhle in 1996, the CND since
then has expanded its work
into other areas of complex
dynamics in biological sys-
tems.

“The main project the
Center was working on in its
first few years was, basically,
using non-linear dynamics,
popularly known as ‘chaos
theory, to analyze how neu-
ral systems work,” said Dr.
Sonya Bahar, Director of
the Center for Neurodynam-
ics. “They did a lot of work
on how the crayfish senses
its environment and they
worked with this very unusu-
al fish, the paddlefish, which
is native to Missouri and lives
in the Missour and Missis-
sippi Rivers.”

The fish has a long snout,
the paddle, that has sensors
that detect electrical actvity
in the water, to allow it to
find its prey in murky, muddy
water.

“Much like we have elec-
trical activity that electrocar-
diograms detect,” Bahar said.

Moss, Wilkens and Lehm-
kuhle not only worked out
how that system worked but
how background electrical
“noise” actually enhanced
the process.

“A litrle bit of multi-task-
ing helps,” Bahar said.

Bahar is not only the Cen-
ter’s director but also one of

the campus’ rising stars, rec-
ognized at a young age for
her groundbreaking research.
Bahar is Assistant Professor
of Biophysics in the Physics
and Astronomy Department.

The idea of how some
optimal level of “noise,” sto-
chastic resonance, actually
enhances an animal’s percep-
ton has been extended to hu-
man studies.

“What the Center has been
interested in more, in recent
years since I came back as
faculty, has been brain imag-
ing, in the mammalian brain,
so we are looking at how sei-
zures spread in the rat brain.
We are also collecting data

from other universites to
study,” she said.

The CND sill uses non-
linear dynamics but now
it is applied to mammalian
systems. One study looks to
help people with brain injury,
where diminished perception
is thought to be linked to loss
of ability to detect that en-
hancing noise.

The CND is forming new
research parmerships  with
the Psychology Department,
working on studies of brain
and sensory systems,

“Probably the next de-
cade of work is, more and

more, going to lean towards !
human imaging. There are !

several people in the Psy-
chology Department who
are involved in various types
of human imaging, and the
next step for the Center is
going to be to Integrate with
that work, bring that into the
Center and think about new
directions.”

The Center for Nanosci-
ence focuses on practical
applications for the science
of the very small. It aims to
advance “nanoscale” science
and technology while con-

tributing to the economic

i growth of the area.
from human brain imaging !

“We want to try to build
a presence of nanoscience,
nanomedicine in St. Louis,
that will draw together in-
dustry and laboratories like

the Danforth Plant Sciences

Center, the Botanical Garden
the various colleges and uni-
versities, to foster practical
applications and also the edu-
cation of a work force” said
Dr. George Gokel, CNS As-
sociate Director of the CNS.
The Director of the CNS is
Dr. Jingyue “Jimmy” Liu.

Like Neurodynamics, the

Nanoscience center is in-
terdisciplinary. CNS began
as the Center for Molecular
Electronics, which is still part
of its work, but the scope has
been expanded, particularly
towards the biological and
energy end.

CINS'is located in its.own
building, the William L. Clay
Building, which houses a va-
riety of high-tech equipment.
There are facilities for mass

| spectroscopy, scanning and

In the science arena, there are three research centers: The Center for Neurodynamics, the
Center for Nanoscience and Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center.

Each center has a different mission and fields but 4ll extend the scope of campus research
into the larger world. For some, the research takes place on campus at dedicated labs with spe-
cialized equipment but for others, it largely is done in places far away, out in the field.

World Ecology Center

transmission electron  mi-
croscopes, scanning probe
microscopy, an X-ray dif-
fraction laboratory, high field
NMR facility, computational
facilities and those for mo-
lecular modeling,

Research groups are The-
oretical and Computational
Nanoscience, Nanoscale
Materials and Systems, and
Membrane & Cellular Funec-
ton. Among the researchers
at this center is the univer-
sity’s chancellor, Dr. Thomas
George.

“Chancellor George is a
computational chemist. That
means he is a’ person who
tries to understand the rela-
tionship of molecules and
structures and properties by
using sophisticated calcula-
ton,” Gokel said “One of
the things he’s working on is
trying to develop what they
call nano-bombs. These are
structures that “they think
they -can direct to a cancer
cell and energize in a way that
will cause it to sort of have
a tiny explosion and kill the
tumor cell.”

Nanoscience also spon-
sors 2 CNS Monthly Collo-
quium, one Friday 2 month at
3 p.m. in Benton Hall room
451,

While both the Nanosci-
ence and Neurodynamics
centers focus on the very
small, the Whitney R. Harris
World Ecology Center can
be said to focus on the very
large. The World Ecology
Center’s work is the study

of ecosystems and species

around the world and con-
servation. Originally called
the International Center for
Tropical Ecology, the World
Ecology Center’s work often
focuses on the tropics. The
Wortld Ecology Center serves
as the academic program for
its partner institutions, the
Missouri Botanical Garden
and the Saint Louis Zoo, pro-
vides support for graduate
students doing research in
those fields.

“Our major function at
the Center is to provide sup-
port to the graduate program
in Biology, so we recruit stu-
dents from all over the world.
These next couple weeks, of
course, the students are go-
ing to start coming in and we
have one coming in from Bo-
livia, another one form Ni-
geria, one from Papua New
Guinea. That just gives you
a sort of flavor of the sorts
of countries where we are
working. So it really is a world
ecology center.”

“What I have seen, over
the past fifteen years, is a real
increase in the quality of the
graduate students we attract,”
he said. “And that is a reflec-
tion of the kind of faculty we
have, at the university, at the
Garden and the Zoo.”

The bulk of the Center ‘s
research takes place in distant
locations like rainforest re-

search stations in places like
Belize. Dr. Patricia Parker,
one of the World Ecology
Center’s faculty and also a
senior scientist at the Saint
Louis Zoo, leads research at
a facility in the Galapagos Is-
lands, an instance of collabo-
ration with the Zoo.

“We work obviously very
closely with the Missouri
Botanical Garden and their
faculty. They have over 50
PhD students working there
and they, of course, can’t
give degrees at the Botanical
Garden, so that is why this
has been so successful,” Os-
borne said. “We provide the
graduate students who assist
the faculty at the Botanical
Garden.” _

Although some research
takes place far away, the cen-
ter published its Field Notes
and newsletter so you can
keep up on the work.

The other two research
centers do some public
events but the World Ecolo-
gy Center has a whole public
education and outreach side
in addition to its research.

The new course “Global Cli- :

mate Change,” being offered

at the Zoo jointly by the Zoo
and this university, is an ex- |
ample of this kind of effort

on the Center’s part.

‘Annual events include the
day-long Whitney and Anna
Harris Conservation Forum
offered at the Zoo in the fall.

The Conservation Fo-
rum explores a single topic
through a series of exhibits
and workshops and wraps
up with a dinner and keynote
speaker,
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Tech

Virtual conference room on campus could lead to virtual classrooms

» JESSICA KEIL
Editor-in-Chief

With its enormous high
definition screens and sur-
round sound audio, the Cisco
TelePresence conference
room uses the latest in digi-
tal technology to create, as
closely as possible, the feeling
of being in the same room as
others in a different city.

Planning began in late fall
of 2008 for the room and it
opened to the public in May.
The room is located in Uni-
versity Center Rooms 60/61.

“The room consists of
three 65" high-definition
plasma screens, CD-quality
audio, pre-positioned cam-
eras and microphones, and

similar ~ physical  environ-
(furniture  layout,
lighting, wall colors...), [so]
you forget you’re hundreds
of miles away from confer-
ees across the virtual table,
Kenneth Voss, director of
computing services said.
Currently, all UM-campus-
es have a TelePresence room.
Therefore, if a student, staff,
or faculty member books the
room, they can conference
with Columbia, Rolla, Kan-
sas City or all three at once.
The idea for the room
came from Gary Forsee, UM
President, who originally
brought up negotiation with
Cisco and ATT who donated
goods and services. Voss said
Forsee donated S1 million of

ments

3

his own money as well.

The hope for the room
from people like Voss or
Forsee is that it will in effect
save money for the Univer-
sity by reducing travel and
increasing productivity.

The room functons like
this: it is open from 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays
and use of the room should
be for University purposes.
The conferencing tables all
have microphones built in
and laptops can be plugged
in to every seat in ordet to
share documents or web
pages with the group on a
smaller screen at the front
of the room. Meetings can
be scheduled the same way
any other meeting would be

scheduled through Microsoft
Outlook and can be sched-
uled over a year in advance.

“It will probably be
booked pretty solid,” Voss
said.

Brian Huxtable, system
administrator for the tech-
nology and learning center,
checked out the room in or-
der to advise others in his
department on how to use it.

“It reminds me of [the TV
show] 24, he said. “The im-
age was really clear and there
is always a slight lag™

Mike Votaw, senior, com-
puter science agreed with
Huxtable and was impressed
by the room. He only sited
one problem.

“Switching out and off

[between rooms] is confus-
ing,” he said.
Votaw was referencing
how the screens in the front
of the room switch perspec-
tives depending on who is
speaking and where. If for
instance someone speaks
from Kansas City and the
screen is showing Columbia,
the view will switch to Kan-
sas City. All of the rooms on
the four campuses are paint-
ed and structured identically,
so when the screen view
switches, only the inhabitants
and their belongings change.
The TelePresence room
has the technological abil-
ity to connect to any other
TelePresence room, even if
it is not structured identically.

Therefore, by the end of the
month the room can be used
globally.

The room is ready for use
by anyone with an account at
the UM-System and confer-
ences in the room have al-
ready begun. By the end of
the year the room should be
able to connect to older tech-
nologies such as Policom,
though the image quality
would be worse.

Academic use for the
room is a possibility for the
future, which will essentally
make it possible for teachers
to teach courses in more than
one city in a single semester.
For now however the room
is simply a conference room,
not a classroom.

IF YOU
WANT

TO CLIMB

THE STEPS TO
RESEARCH SUCCESS,

VISIT YOUR

UMSL LIBRARIES AT:
http://www.umsl.edu/library
OR GO TO THE REFERENCE DESK
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» MARK WEBBER
Staff Writer

Ten years ago, the Sur-
geon General was called into
action in wder to assess the
reality of a mounting pub-
lic health issue: suicide. By
this time, the statistics of
suicide-related deaths in the
United States were astound-
ing and the number of lives
that were being lost to suicide
was rivaling that of homicide
and HIV. According to the
‘Stop a Suicide organization,’
30,000 people a year sucess-
fully commit suicide in the
United States. Of these, 90%
had a diagnosable mental ill-
ness that could be treated
with drugs or counseling
Suicide.org even states that
in the US,, suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death
among college students. A
2008 American Psychologi-
cal Association press release
stated that, *.,.at an average
college with 18,000 under-
graduates, some 1,080 un-
dergraduates will seriously
contemplate taking their lives
at least once within a single
yvear” According to the SAS
organization, “...70% of
those who die by suicide tell
a loved one or show warning
signs before their death.” A

Suicide prevention on campus

few of the warning signs that
a suicidal person may dem-
onstrate are: observable signs
of serious depression (pes-
simism, desperation, sleep
problems, etc)), increased
alcohol and drug use, raking
unnecessary risks, unexpect-
ed rage or anger, giving away
prized possessions, and im-
pulsive purchase of a firearm
or other apparatus for killing
oneself (check out www.afsp.
org for a more thorough list
and for more detailed infor-
mation about suicide). If you
observe these signs in some-
one else, or if you have sui-
cidal thoughts yourself, there
are places you can go to for
help.

The University Health,
Wellness, and Counseling
Center (UHWC) is located in
Room 131 of the Millennium
Student Center. This office
offers knowledegable staff
and several pamphlets rang-
ing in topics from the HPV
virus, depression, antbiotcs,
and student insurance,

Private and confidential
meetings with a professional
counselor are avail-
able. “The counselors at
the University Health, Well-
ness, and Counseling Center
are generalists. Any four of
our senior staff are profes-

also

sionally equipped to tackle
any issue,” James Linsin,
Psy.D., Counseling Psycholo-
gist/Coordinator of Qut-
reach at the UHWC said. Ac-
cording to Linsin, the UHWC
is the place on campus to go
and get information on the
options available to those
that are dealing with any and
every issue. .

The issue of suicide is no
excepton. Linsin encourages
all students and staff mem-
bers to visit the UHWC at
any time that they feel over-
whelmed, isolated, depressed
or stressed.

The main thing to do when
confronted with a friend or
loved one who is having sui-
cidal thoughts is to be there
for them. The University of
Texas at Austin Counseling
and Mental Health Center
says that, “It’s better to feel
nervous and awkward sitting
with a grieving friend than to
not sit there at all”

A few websites that offer
a lot of informaton on both
sides of the suicide issue,
whether it be suffering your-
self or having a suicidal friend
are: wwwi.umsl.edu/services/
counser/emergencies, Www.
hopeonline.com, and www.
survivorsofsuicide.com.

Emergency Contraception |
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Whatever you call it,

Special Weekday Rates

www.fortyacreclub.com

Relaxe Around Oue Poof This Summer

Close To Home

Planned Parenthood has it
— at the lowest pric

5
S

0 Planned Parenthood

1.800.230.PLAN | plannedparenthood.org/stlouis
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Who Should Be in Our Next “Captain?”

You Tell Us!

www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

Business

UV-STE [LOUIS’ CAPTAINS ©F INDUSTIRY

20 years post-graduation, Debhie Douglas founded her own business

» INTERVIEW BY JESSICA KEIL
Editor-in-Chief

Deborah Douglas graduated from UM-St. Louis in 1973
with a major in accounting. She got her CPA two years later
and went to work for a large accounting firm for 18 yeats.
When she hit the 19th year she split from the firm and started
her own: The Douglas Group. The Douglas Group sells com-
panies to other companies, locally, nationally and occasionally
internationally.

“I am a big believer of what business people do,” Douglas
said. “I think they are the heroes of the American economy, I
mean they create jobs, better goods and services, opportuni-
tes for people to grow and they do so many good things. And
we help them cash in on what is in many cases, a lifetime’s
work. [And] by selling really well, so that they are secure for
ever more, we have done a good thing.”

Douglas is also the author of the recent book, “Ripe: Har-
vasting the value of your business.” She sat down for an inter-
view with The Current in her office in Frontenac.

The Current: So what was your experience at the business school at UM-
St Lowise

Deborah Douglas: It was great. I was a participant in some-
thing called the UYA (University Year for Action) program, I
don’t know if that is stll there... [Through the UYA] I was
the assistant chief financial officer for the City of Kenlock for
two years. | ended up working a ton of time there for a couple
of years but it was a good experience.

TC: Did you abways know exactly what you were going to do for work
when_you graduated from UM-S1. 1 oxis?

DD: No I really thought I wanted to be a partner in one of
the CPA firms which I did become. 1 was an audit partner [for
Touche Ross & Co., a Big Eight CPA firm] and I became that
firm’s director of merger and acquisition activities. [It] was a
multi-functional group, I was audit tax and consulting profes-
sional that would work in any buy or sell transaction in St.
Louis. I was working a million hours.

TC: And then you decided yosu wanted to work fess?

DD: No but I decided I wanted to focus‘more of my time on
the merger and acquisition work because that’s what 1 really
loved. And I had several audit clients and it is kind of hard to
escape that. So I still had the audit client responsibilities as well
as all of the merger and acquisition stuff and that was heavy.
Plus, CPA firms can’t accept contingent fees and I wanted the
opportunity to work on a contingent fee basis. We make a lot
more money than in a CPA firm charging hourly rates.

TC: So is that when you decided to found The Douglas Group?

DD: I did. When Touche merged with Deloitte I was a part-

ner, I was director of merger and acquisition activities, and it
was kind of a one-time chance to walk away and compete. So
I just didn’t sign the partnership agreement. And the firm was
receptive to that. They said that if anyone wants to make a
move this is your chance. I kind of tentatively raised my hand
and that worked out really well. That was 19 years ago.

TC: What is the primary function of The Donglas Group?

DD: We sell companies. The employees here are all support
funcdons to that sale of companies. We have people who do
research about finding who the best strategic fit is for one
of our seller clients. We have people who develop financial
exhibits about our clients. So they have to have a pretty good
accounting/financial background to do that. We spend a tre-
mendous amount of time negotiating the structure of the deal
so vou get pretty competent with legal documents and that’s
kind of fun. We have closed...about 95% of the deals we have
taken. In our industry that is really great. We also do a lot of
homework also to find the buyers. It’s really our biggest job.
For one single client we might talk to as many as 200 buyers
and we have in-depth conversations with all of them.

TC: Sa do the comparies you sell come fo you?

DD: Yeah, although we should be more proactive about going
out and finding them.

TC: Have you noticed the recession affecting companies you work with?

DD: Well, in the buy/sell arena one thing that is kind of odd
that people dont know is that there are a lot of buyers out
there. There is still so much baby boomer money that is out
in the marketplace that needs a home. The stock market is
volatile and uncertain and not feeling very secure to people
so there are buckets of money going into these private equity
funds and there are very aggressive buyers. Now on the other
hand we don’t have as many sellers as we usually do. We have
had I think three sellers in the past eight months who, after
they have hired us and after we’ve began, said ‘can we wait?
We’te not doing so well.” But for a company that is stable right
now, not declining, the market is really good.

TC: What advice would you give UM-St. 1ouis students on getting a
Jjob?

DD: Well I haven’t thought about that particularly recently but
'l tell ya the best hires that I hiave done over the years have
in many cases been young people who have come to me. You
know, when they call or write or they do all of the above and
they tell me what their interests are, what their apatudes are. ..
Also 1 think that you do so much better when you are work-
ing in an area that you love a little bit. One of the things that
UMSL students have as an attribute that they should make the
most of is that UMSL has a lot of students who have worked
their way, part way through school who are a little bit more

ANH NGUYEN / THE CURRENT

Deborah L. Douglas, UMSL alumna, businesswoman and found-
er of the Douglas Group, a private investment banking, merger
aquisition, and corporate diversittures company.

driven, maybe a little bit more self-motivated I think then the
average college student (Pull quote?). When T get a resume 1
always look what else have you done in your life? Have you
gotten a little bit of experience somewhere?

TC: What is the secret fo success?

DD: I think part of it is getting passionate about what you do.
Doing something that you believe has a purpose and is mean-
ingful to you, that really helps. At my company we have a very
incentive oriented business. I like the fact that we don’t profit
hugely until our clients do. We have had at least one million
dollar plus bonus in the last six or seven years. Those are big
bonuses. Those are because we usually got a client ten million
more than he thought he would get...We are real tenacious,
real stubborn, real determined to get it done for our client.

TC: Wom, s, is The Douglas Grosup hiring?

DD: Not at the moment too much, but we probably will be
within six months.
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What's your favorite UM-St. Louis team"

Let us know:

www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

by Cedric Williams ¢ Sports Editor

é t ~ Anew fan’s gulde to UM-St. Louis sports facilities

ANH NGUYEN / THE CURRENT

Don Dallas soccer field is located on UMSL North campus, right behind the Mark Twain Recreation Center. Originally built in 1970 as an intramural field, the soccer field was named Don Dallas Soccer
Field in 1993 in honor of Don Dallas, who built the first UM-St. Louis soccer program and coached the team for 23 years.

As we approach the start
of the new NCAA Division
II sports year, it occurred
to us that many students on
campus, especially the new
students, might not know
much about the facilities
where our University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis sports teams
play their home games.

Attendance was up for
UM-St. Louis sports last sea-
son, but that does not mean
everyone knows where to go
or what to do if they want to
attend a UM-St. Louis home
game; you may be one of

those people.

Admit it, if you need to
give a professor directions to
one of UM-St. Louis’ sport-
ing venues to pass a class,
could you do it? Some prob-
ably could. Most probably
could not. So we thought
it a good idea to provide
our readers with a little info
about all the facilitdes our Tri-
tons call home.

Mark Twain Building

UM-St.  Louisis
Twain Building,

Mark
which is

located on North Campus
near Express Scripts on
Mark Twain Dr., was built in
the fall of 1971 to serve as
the host facility for UM-St.
Louis’ intercollegiate athletic
teams as well as other cam-
pus recreational and intramu-
ral activities.

The gym at the Mark
Twain Building, which serves
as the home court to the
UM-St. Lonis mens and
women’s basketball teams
and the UM-St. Louis volley-
ball team, can accommodate
up to 4,736 fans and includes

two levels of bleacher seat-
ing, Chair-back seating is also
available on the arena’s low-
er-level north-side.

The court itself was re-
cently upgraded and re-
placed in 2006. At that time,
the court was named Chuck
Smith Court, after UM-St.
Louis’s first athletic director
and men’s basketball coach.

Other recent upgrades in-
clude improvements to the
arena’s lighting and sound
system as well as the addition
of a new, four-sided score-

board which hangs directly

above half court.

The Mark Twain Building
also serves as host for a va-
riety of sporting events out-
side of UM-St. Louis athlet-
ics, including MSHSAA boys
and girls high school basket-
ball tournament games, and
served as the home gym for
the St. Louis Skyhawks of
the United States Basketball

League in 2002.

Don Dallas
Soccer Fleld

UM-St. Louisis Don Dal-

las Soccer Field, considered
one of the top college soc-
cer facilities in the country, is
located on North campus be-
hind the Mark Twain Build-

The complex features a
permanent seating structure
for up to 1,350 fans, com-
plete with restrooms and a
press box. The field is lit to
allow for night games and
has a sound system and elec-
tronic scoreboard for fan en-

joyment.

See FIELDS, page 16

GLVC Adds Two New Schools for the Upcoming School Year

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS

Sports Editor

The new school year al-
ways brings about a number
of changes for collegiate
sports teams. Players gradu-
ate, and transfer in and out,
and incoming freshman al-
ways make a new season in-
teresting,

But some of the most
anticipated intrigues head-
ing into the coming UM-St.
Louis sports year will come
from some new opponents
the Tritons will face.

Two schools have been

added to the Great Lakes
Valley Conference, which
UM-St. Louis competes in.
Maryville University in Ches-
terfield and the University of
linois-Springfield were for-
mally accepted for member-
ship into the GLVC last Janu-
ary and will begin competing
against other GLVC schools
this year.

“The Great Lakes Val-
ley Conference is pleased
to welcome both Maryville
University and the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Springfield
to the league,” Jim Naumov-

ich, GLVC Commissioner
said. “Both institutions boast
outstanding academic and
solid athletic programs and
are well positioned to make
a successful transition to
NCAA Division II.”
Maryville, one of the old-
est private institutions in the
region, was founded in 1872
and has an enrollment of
over 3,400 students and of-

fers more than 50 undergrad-
uate degrees.
The University, whose

teams are the Saints, was a
charter member of the St

Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (SLIAC) and
has competed in the NCAA
Division III  conference
since the 1990-91 academic
year. The Saints captured 34
league titles in the SLIAC, the
second-most in the league
since its inception, includ-
ing championships in men’s
golf, women’s basketball and
women’s softball last season.

Maryville sponsors 13
sports—all of which are
sponsored by the GLVC--in-
cluding all seven core sports:
men’s and women’s soccer,

men’s and women’s basket-
ball, volleyball, baseba.l] and
softball.

Maryville also fields teams
in men’s and women’s golf,
men’s and women’s ten-
nis, and menis and womenis
cross country,

UI-Springfield is located
in the Illinois state capital and
will be centrally located in the
GLVC.

It was founded in 1969
as Sangamon State Univer-
sity and cutrently offers 21
undergraduate degree pro-
grams and over 20 graduate

programs. In 1995, the inst-
tution became a campus of
the University of Illinois and
it currently boasts an enroll-
ment of 4,700 students.
UI-Springfield’s sports
teams are the Prairie Stars
and competed in the Na-
tional Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletics as an
independent until the 2002-
03 academic year when they

joined the America Midwest

Conference.

See COMPETITION, page 17
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MEN'’S SOCCER

New faces join men’s soccer

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

University of Missouti-
St. Louis men’s soccer coach
Dan King recently wel-
comed five new players to
the Tritons soccer program.

The five players—Alex
Agne, Jordan Bruce, Adam
Giesgh, Alex Malloy, and
Peter Ottolini--all have lo-
cal ties and became official
members of the program
when formal practice for
the coming season began
last month.

Agne,  Giesgh, and
Ottolini~who signed na-
tional letters of intent with
UM-St. Louis last March-
-come to the Triton pro-
gram after standout careers
as junior college players.
Bruce--who also signed in
March—-and Malloy come
to UM-St. Louis after stellar
high school careers.

“I am very excited about
our incoming class,” King
said, “They all know how to
play their positions well and
will help make us a better
team.”

Agne, a former Edwards-
ville, Tll. High School stand-
out was named the National
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation Region 24 For-
ward of the Year last fall at
Southwestern Illinois Com-

munity College (SWIC).

Also a two-time first team
all-region honoree, Agne
combined for 31 goals and
11 assists at SWIC while
also serving as a two-year
captain.

As a prep star at Ed-
wardsville, Agne was a
two-time first team all-con-
ference selection and a two-
time pick to the all-sectional
team. He also was named to
the all-state team as a senior
and was twice selected as his
team’s Most Valuable Player.

“Alex has all the tools a
good player needs to be suc-
cessful,” said King. “He’s
a hard worker and has the
ability to score in different
ways.”

Giesgh, a goalkeeper and
Agne’s teammate at SWIC
last season, earned NSCAA

‘and NJCAA all-region hon-

orable mention honors in
2008. As a freshman, he
earned second team all-re-
gion honors.

Giesgh was a prep stand-
out at Belleville Fast High
School, where he was named
first team all-conference and
earned all-metro honorable-
mention honors as a senior.
He was also selected to the
all-sectional team.

“Adam has good size
for a goalie and has good
hands,” King said. “He also
possesses a strong work
ethic.”
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Bruce was a three-year
letter-winner at Hazelwood
West High School as a
winger. He earned first team
all-conference honors as a
senior and as a junior and
was a second team selection
as a sophomore.

Bruce also earned hon-
orable mention all-metro
honors as a junior and was
selected team MVP as a se-
nior.

“Jordan is a quick and
athletic player who knows
how to break down a de-
fender in a one-on-one situ-
ation,” King said. “He also
has the ability to score the
big goal when needed.”

Ottolini was a two-time
second team adidas all-re-
gion honoree at center back
at Lincoln Land Community
College.

He was also twice named
Defensive Player of the
Year on his team and was
selected MVP last fall.

Ottolini earned second
team all-state honors as
a senior at Gibault High
School, where he was also a
three-time all-region and all-
sectional team pick.

“Peter is a player that
dominates in the air,” King
said. “He also has great
dominance in defending on
a one-on-one play.”

SPORTS COLUMN

New gig, new season: major reasons
to get pumped for UMSL Sports

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

I don’t know about you
guys, but I am totally pumped
up for each of the coming
Triton sports seasons.

P'm having a lot of fun in
my new gig as the Current’s
Sports Editor. We're off to
a fun start and I expect it to
stay that way all year.

New gig aside, the main
reason I’'m so stoked for Tri-
ton sports this year is I ex-
pect to see marked improve-
ment from every one of our
on-campus teams.

Last year certainly had its
great moments.

The best of which might
have come when the Triton
inline hockey team rolled its
way to the National College
Roller Hockey Association
Division 1 national champi-
onship. University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis, behind three
goals & two assists from PJ.
Tallo, knocked off archrival
Lindenwood Ugiversity, 5-3,
to win the program’s first na-
tional title.

Back here on campus, the
Triton softball team went 36-
19--the second most wins in
UM-St. Louis history--while
earning the program’s first
NCAA tournament bid since
1989, and claimed the Great
Lakes Valley Conference
regular season conference
championship, with a league-
best 18-4 record.

Tennis standout Andi
Dimke went 23-3 as UM-St.
Louis’ number one singles
player, earning himself the
GLVC Men’s Tennis Player
of the Year award. Dimke
also posted a 3.98 GPA in the
classroom, earning him the
GLVC Men’s Tennis Scholar-
Athlete of .the Year award as
well.

The women’s tennis team,
led by then-freshmaa Pu-
jitha Bandi, who went 17-8
last season to earn all-GLVC

honors, garnered its first
berth in the GLVC Postsea-
son Tournament since ‘03-
’04.

The Triton volleyball team
went 23-8, the program’s
most wins since 1995, and
just narrowly missed earning
an NCAA tournament berth.
Sdll, UM-St. Louis claimed
the GLVC’s West Division
crown and had three play-
ers--outside hitter Elizabeth
Cook, middle hitter Weslie
Gaff, and graduated senior
Lisa Brinker-—sclected to the
all-GLVC team.

Gaff in particular had a
standout season. She was
both the GLVC Volleyball
and American Volleyball
Coaches Association Mid-
west Region Freshman of
the Year.

And Liz Cook, as it hap-
pens, is my favorite current
UM-St. Louis athlete. I called
her “Superstar” during a class
we had together last year be-
cause I knew what a sought-
after player she was in high
school when she was one of
the top volleyball players in
the Kansas City area.

Liz is my fave UM-St
Louis athlete right now be-
cause she laughed at all my
stupid jokes during that class
we had together, and when
the professor- wasn’t look-
ing, she even chimed in with
a few barbs of her own--
including a few I can’t share.
No doubt, volleyball season
is going to be a whole lot of
fun this year.

And finally, I was at the
Matk Twain Athletic Build-
ing the night the men’s bas-
ketball team pulled off its
glorious comeback against
then unbeaten and number
two nationally-ranked Bellar-
mine University, 70-69.

The Triton men played
a scintillating second half
that night, but never actu-
ally led until then-freshman
point guard Beaumont Bea-

sley made a brilliant dribble,
drive, and. dish play to since-
graduated senior Alex Jack-
son, who made an easy layup
with two seconds left to win
the game. |

What a thall last year was!
And T can’t wait to get it go-
ing again this year.

The first UM-St. Louis

“ team to take the field/court

this year will be the volleyball
team. I expect they’re going
to finish what they started
last year, and win the GLVC
title this year.

The men’s & women’s soc-
cer teams get started in early
September, followed by the
men’s & women’s golf & ten-
nis teams. One thing about
these Tritons is they proved
themselves tough opponents
to face in GLVC last season.

Come wintertime, coach
Chris Pilz and the men’s bas-
ketball team will look to im-
prove on that program’s first
winning season in four years.
While the women’s basketball
team might be the most in-
triguing UM-St. Louis team
to watch this year.

Women’s basketball coach
Lisa Curliss-Taylor’s Tritons
lose only one senior from a
youthful squad that took its
lumps last year, but is ready
to give some back this year.
The program picked up a
number of top recruits in the
off-season and seems poised
to make a giant splash in the
GLVC this season.

Similarly beaten up last
season, but working to beat
back this season, is the Triton
baseball team. That group
loses only five seniors head-
ing into the spring, but al-
ready players from the team
can be found at the Mark
Twain Athletic Building get-
ting ready for the season.

This is all very exciting,
and now that the off-season
is finally over, a pumped-up
fan like me can finally say,
“Let the games begin!”
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UMSL Baseball field is located on South campus, in front of the College of Optomery. The base-
ball field was newly built in 2006.

In 1991, UM-St.
decided to honor and pay
tribute to former head coach
Don Dallas by otficially nam-
ing the stadium after him.
Dallas built the UM-St. Louis
soccer program from scratch
and coached the team for 23

Louis

}'Ca-fs.

He led UM-St. Louis
men’s soccer to 236 wins, 16
NCAA Tournament appear-
ances and in 1973 won the
school’s only NCAA Nation-
al Championship to date.

UM-St. Louis
Tennis Courts

The UM-St. Louis Tennis
Courts are also located next
to the Mark Twain Building,
which provides easy access to
locker room facilitdes and the
training room.

The courts were most
recently renovated during
the summer of 2005, which
included a complete court
resurfacing, new fences and
wind screens. One unique
feature to the UM-St. Louis
tennis courts is that the play-
ing surfaces are painted red
to match the university’s
school colors.

UM-St. Louis
Softball Field

The UM-St. Louis Softball
Field is technically located on
North campus, but nor exact-
ly in an area most would see
on their daily trips to campus.
The softball facility is located
a litde further down Univer-
sity Boulevard off Rosedale
Drive across from the Fine
Arts Building,

The $500,000 modern
softball facility features its
own parking lot, concession
stands, restrooms, an en-
closed press box and seating
for up to 500 fans.

At field level, the facil-
ity includes dugouts for each
team, an equipment storage
facility, outdoor batting cages
near both dugouts, and an
infield tarp to protect against
inclement weather,

The newest addidon to
the facility is a large, wood-
en gazebo for cookouts and
gzthcrirf‘gﬁ,“w'}ﬂéﬁ_w'as added
prior to the 2001 season.

UM-St. Louis
Baseball Field

UM-St. Louiss newest
facility, the UM-St. Louis
baseball field was completed
in the spring of 2009 and is
located on South Campus.
The facility features covered
bleacher seating for up to 200
fans behind home plate with

- ample room for lawn chairs

on either side.

Like the softball facility,
the baseball field features an
elevated press box with a
modern sound system, and
scoreboard. The full-size
electronic scoreboard--which
sits in right field-—-also fea-
tures a digital display. Field
level amenities include cov-
ered dugouts and bullpens
for both teams.

Although construction of
the baseball field was com-
pleted last year, the UM-St.
Louis baseball team never
actually got to use the facil-
ity because of drainage prob-

lems after a major storm. .

UM-St. Louis administrators
are confident though that the
baseball field will be ready to
go when the team begins play
in spring 2010,
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VOLLEYBALL

Jones back to lead Triton volleyball

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

University of Missouri-
St. Louis head volleyball
coach Trent Jones will enter
his second season as lead
man of the program, hard-
pressed to top his first.

Last year, Jones led
UM-St. Louis to 23-8 re-
cord, the first 20-win sea-
son for the Tritons since
1996. The Tritons also had
a record-breaking season
within Great Lakes Valley
Conference play, winning
the GLVC’s West Division
title with a 14-3 record, the
first division dtle and most
league wins ever for any
UM-St. Louis volleyball
team.

For his efforts, Jones was
named the GLVC Volleyball

Coach of the Year. Addi- .

tionally, UM-St. Louis out-
side hitter Weslie Gaff was
named GLVC Freshman of
the Year and American Vol-
leyball Coaches Association
Midwest Region Freshman
of the Year.

Both return to the Tr-
tons this year with hopes
of achieving even greater
things, including winning
the conference titde and
earning the program’ first
NCAA Tournament berth
under Jones.

Prior to his dme as UM-

St. Louiss head coach,
Jones worked four seasons
as an assistant coach for
national powerhouse Wash-
burn University of Topeka,
Kan.

During Jones’ four sea-
sons as an assistant at
Washburn, the Lady Blues
compiled a 129-23 record
and qualified for the NCAA
Tournament every year. In

2007, Washburn made its ~

schoolis first ever NCAA
Final Four appearance,
eventually losing to national
runner-up Western Wash-
ington University.

At Washburn, Jones’
primary role was as head
recruiting coordinator. But
he did assist in all aspects
of the program, including
comprising game-plan strat-
egies and on-court training.

Prior to being hired at
Washburn, Jones served as
a volunteer assistant coach
for the University of Kan-
sas volleyball team from
2002-04. He also served as
head junior wvarsity coach
Graceland University from
2001-02.

A native of Lee’s Summit,
Mo., Jones graduated from
Graceland in 2002 with- a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
history with an emphasis in
civil rights. Jones played his
college volleyball at Colum-
bia College and Graceland

University.

He was a freshman on
the 2000 Columbia College
team that won the NAIA
national championship. Fol-
lowing the season, Jones
transferred to Graceland
where he played three sea-
sons as a defensive special-
ist before moving into the
coaching ranks.

Jones and the Tritons will
begin their second season
together, August 28 and 29
when UM-St. Louis travels
to Memphis to play in the

* Cristian Brothers University

Invitational Tournament.

The CBU tourney is the
first of three, invirationals
UM-St. Louis will play in
this season. On September
4 and 5 the Tritons will play
in the Findlay University
Tournament in Ohio. The
following weeckend, Septem-
ber 11 and 12, UM-St. Louis
will travel to Warrensburg,
Mo. to play in Central Mis-
souri State University’s vol-
leyball event.

The first chance for Tri-
ton fans to get a look at this
year’s volleyball squad will
come at the team’s home
opener, Tuesday, September
! at the Mark Twain Build-
ing. That night, UM-St
Louis will host cross-town
rival Missouri Baptist Uni-
versity in a non-confereace
contest at 7 p.m.

‘The Current

welcomes this
year’s new
student athletes
to campus!

Ul-Springfield * earned a
strong reputation in NATA
athletics, capturing three
national championships in
menis soccer, while produc-
ing a national presence in
several other spotts. The
Prairie Stars will compete in
10 sports, all sponsored by
the GLVC.

UI-Sptingfieldis men’s and
women’s basketball, men’s
and women’s soccer, men’s
and women’s golf, men’s and
women’s tennis, softball and
volleyball teams are all ready
for competition this year, and
the university is expected to
add baseball by the 2010-11
academic vear to fulfill the
GLVC core sports require-
ment.

“The support of the Presi-
dents, athletic directors, sraff,
administration and coaches
at each institution, as well as
the schools’ geographic loca-
tions in the current footprint
of the league, are all positive
factors cited by our confer-

COMPETITION, from page 14

ence members when consid-
ering their applications for
membership,”  Naumovich
said.

“We look forward to in-
cluding Maryville and UIS in
our 2009-10 schedules and
wish them the best of luck in
the GLVC.”

The GLVC was estab-
lished in 1978 and is one of
the largest NCAA Division
II conferences in the country,
currently sponsoring cham-
pionships in 17 sports. The
addition of Maryville and
UT-Springfield to the GLVC
brings the conference’s mem-
bership to 15 teams from five
Midwestern states.

The current members of
the GLVC are: Bellarmine
University (Louisville, Ky,
Drury University (Spring-
field, Mo.), Kentucky Wesley-
an College (Owensboro, Ky.),
Lewis University (Rome-
oville, TL), Missouri Univer-
sity of Science & Technol-
ogy (Rolla, Mo.), Northern

Kentucky University (High-
land Heights, Ky.), Quincy
University  (Quincy, 1IL),
Rockhurst University (Kan-
sas City, Mo.), Saint Joseph’s
College (Rensselaer, Ind.),
University of Indianapolis
(Indianapolis, Ind.), Uni-
versity of Southern Indiana
(Evansville, Ind.), Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Parkside
(Kenosha, Wis.), and UM-St.
Louis.

Although the two new in-
stitutions will begin regular
season GLVC competition
this yvear, UI-Springfield will
not be eligible for postseason
competition until 2010-2011,
and Maryville will not be al-
lowed to compete for post-
season championships untl
2011-2012.

Those delays in postsea-
son eligibility coincide with
those institutons’ eligibility
for NCAA Division II cham-
pionships as each is complet-
ing reclassificaton to NCAA
Division IL

3 Curvent Co-ed

UMSL aiways welcomes transfer students, especially when they are as attractive
#s this issue's Current Co-ed. She Is Brigitta Sanocki, a freshman. Brigitta, who is
majaring in German and Franch, was bom in Germany. The pratty brown-haired
green-éyed co-ed isa transfer from Forest Park Junior Collage.

Photo by Don Pearline
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Touhill presents world-class performances

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

Concerts, ballets, modern
dance, plays, comedies and
more: These are a few of the
performances that take place
at the Touhill Performing
Arts Center,

Right here on campus, stu-
dents have access to one of
the area’s premier perform-
ing arts venues. Students get
discounts and sometmes it’s
even free.

This architecturally-beau-
dful performing arts space
is situated on a high poiat,
right next to the Millennium
Student Center, with lovely
vistas of the most scenic side
of campus from the spa-
cious lobby. The Touhill has
two theaters: a smaller, more
casual theater called the Lee
Auditorium, and the grand,
elegant Anheuser Busch Hall.

The Touhill season offers
a variety of arts and enter-
tainment choices for stu-
dents, faculty, staff and the
general public. The program
runs from stand-up and en-
semble comedy, to operas,
plays, dance, symphonic
music and lots of—jazz. The
Touhill is the place for a
variety of campus arts and
entertainment, including the
Mirthday concerts in April.

There is university music
at the venue all year. Besides
being the home for the uni-
versity’s  artists-in-residence
Ariana String Quartet, the
University Choir, Jazz En-
semble and Percussion En-
semble, guest musicians run
the musical gambit. The
umiversity’'s Center For In-
ternational Studies continues
to offer its International Per-
forming Arts program at the
Touhill with dance and music
from around the world--great
stuff you are unlikely to see
anywhere else in town.

The Touhill schedule has

The Touhill Performing Arts Center on North Campus at dusk.

been announced for the
2009-2010 season but new
performances are added
throughout the year. The
Touhill website, http://www.
touhill.org/home.php,  lists
all the shows--updated as
things are added--and has all
the details on times and ticket
prices. Ticket prices vary with
the program but many pro-
grams are free and students
get discounts for tickets. Ev-
ery student should check out
at least one program at this
beautiful facility.

But you want to know
about what you can see there
and about those discounts
and free performances. Here
is a quick look at some of
this year’s highlights:

Comedy

The Touhill is building a
comedy reputation, and that
continues with Lily Tom-
lin (October 3) and Steven
Wright (November 14).

The Second City Comedy
Improv troupe returns April
30 and May 1.

Dance

The Touhill has become
the home for Dance St
Louis, the area’s top dance
presenting organization. This
outstanding program brings
the best in dance from bal-
let w contemporary and
folk, by the best in dance
companies from around the
whole. If you have never at-
tended one of these or do
not know much about dance,
this program is a revelation.
This year, MADCO (Modem
American Dance Company)-
-now artists-in-residence on
campus--makes the Touhill
its home, too, so dance is ev-
ervwhere - lucky us!

Theater, Opera and
Other Performances

Performances this vear
include Chinese acrobats
Golden Dragon Acrobats:
Cirque d’Or (September 26)
and magician/Ihsionist
Mike Super (March 6). Op-
era includes “O Pioneers!”
(October 9-10), a new opera
by UM-Saint Louis’ Barbara

AHMAD AUURRYED / THE CURRENT

Harbach, “La Bohéme” (Oc-
tober 21) and “La Traviata”
(January 16) by Teatro Lirico
D’Europa, and “Brundibar”
(November 19 and 21) by
Opera Theater of Saint Lou-
is. The New York Gilbert and
Sullivan Players return with
“H.M.S. Pinafore” (Februarv
20-21).

Music

Some of rhis year’s high-
lights are concerts by some
music  legends. Among
these are Irish musicians
The Chieftains (March 2),
New Orleans” The Nev-
illes and Dr. John (February
19), country music’s George
Jones (November 21), jazz
pianist Jim Brickman (Febru-
ary 6), and swing pop mu-
sic’s Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
(September 18).

Classical music concerts
are also impressive, with
Amsterdam  Cello  Octet
(October 11), Cypress String
Quartet (November 1) and
Philadelphia Virtuosi Cham-
ber Orchestra (March 28).

Whats around UMSIL?

» AFTON ANDERSON
Copy Editor

Are you one of those
complaining about being
bored on campus and not
having anything to do?

The citdes of Ferguson
and Normandy have heard
the plea of the students at
the University of Missouri-
St Louis and decided to do
something about making

_sure they are accessible to

the campus at large. There
are many restaurants, stores
and bars that surround our
metropolitan campus and
many of them give dis-
counts to UM-St. Louis stu-
dents.

To many UM-St Louis
students, there is a lot more
to the word ‘station’ than
where you catch the Metro
Link or where you catch the
Metro Bus. Penn Stadon,
near the intersection of
Lucas and Hunt and Natu-
ral Bridge, is a favorite of
UM-St. Louis students. In-
side, you will find the walls
plastered with love notes
from wvarious campus or-
ganizations. Another well-
kept secret is Maid-Rite,
which makes everything
from burgers and fries to
their unforgertable ‘cheese
curds.” They also make de-
licious Godfather’s Pizza
with the craziest toppings
anyone can CDI'ICC.i\"C.

Of course the Ferguson
farmer’s market is a won-
derful place to spend vour
Saturday morning. Along
with the local fruits and
vegetables you can buy to
support the local farms
and stimulate the economy,
there are a2 number of dif-
ferent activiies going on
to start the school year off
with a bang. On August 15,
the Boeing Jazz band will
be playing from 9 am. to
11 a.m. August 29 will fea-
ture Kamp’s Peach Orchard

Sample Fest at 9:30 am.
Everyone is invited to enter
their favorite home-made
pie, cobbler or mousse in
the contest and there will be
cash prizes awarded. Sep-
tember 19 the market will
host the Ferguson Live Well
Health Fair from 8 am.
to 12 pm. There will be-
various activities for all age
groups. -

Mudear’s Finest Herb
Product is also in Ferguson
serving anyone who loves
a good Health Food Store.
It is located at 10306 Edge-
wood Drive. Mimi’s Sub-
way Bar and Grill is a good
place to have great food and
a beer if you don’t want to
go to a restaurant chain.
Marley’s is tucked away on
the South Florissant Road
and offers the same vaca-
ton from big box restau-
rants.  Percy’s Sports Bar
and Steak, and The Junk-
yard Bar and Grill are other
Ferguson classics worth vis-
iting. The Whistle Stop on
Carson Road is famous for
wraps, salads and desserts.

For those needing fur-
niture for their new Man-
sion Hills apartment, Value
Village Thrift Department
store provides UM-5t. Lou-
is students with affordable
home goods and furniture.
Although much of it is
used, they sometimes have
new or gently-used items.
They also run many differ-
ent specials and promotions
on top of their already low
prices. They provide profes-
sional customer service and
have merchandise ranging
from televisions to dishes
from various charitable or-
ganizations and wholesal-
ers. From restaurants to
stores and bars, Ferguson
and Normandy are on the
rise.
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St. Louis’ hip neighborhoods have much to offer

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

St. Louis has a few neigh-
borhoods that can be con-
sidered anything but boring,
People who have lived here
their entire lives can always
learn something new about
one of our neighborhoods.
These young and chic bar-
ros of our city can always
surprise by the diversity of
things to do when you know
where to look. So instead of
sitting at home alone, get
out of the house, call your
best friend or that guy or girl
who’s number you got last
week and go out and experi-
ence something new and ex-
citing

The Central West End
(CWE) is one of the most
trendy and stylish zones
of the city where it almost
seems like a city within a city.
With living, shopping, dining
and even entertainment all in
the same walkable area, the
Central West End is an attrac-
tive place to live or visit. This
neighborhood is bordered by
Highway 40, Kingshighway
and Washington Avenue. Its
location is very desirable, be-
ing close to Forest Park and
minutes from downtown.

There seems to be an in-
numerable amount of things

to do in the CWE like getting
a coffee at Coffee Cartel or
catching a movie at the Chase
Park Plaza. There is definitely
a nightlife in the CWE that is
poppin’ even on a Tuesday,
like at Bar Louie who has a
burger and beer Tuesday spe-
cial.

There is also a variety of
places to go depending on
your scene, like the Irish bar,
Llewellyn’s Pub or one of the
city’s best gay bars—the Load-
ing Zone--where they have
Showtune Tuesday.

Another cool barrio of St.
Louis is the Delmar Loop.
Located, well, on Delmar,
of course, in University City,
this area is a hipster paradise
where you can go and relax
in a chill environment. The
Loop is densely populated
with a varety of entertain-
ment venues.

Blueberry Hill is a historic
restaurant/bar/music venue
that offers not only wacky
decorations but cheap drinks
and some really cool St. Lou-
is music history. It is almost a
St. Louis tradition for musi-
cians and other celebrities to
stop by Blueberry Hill where
you can view countless celeb-
rity photos and autographs.
There are a couple of other
music venues in the Loop like
The P:;gca.nt and Cicero’s,

and there is the unique and
historic Tivoli Theater where
you can see indie or foreign-
language films.

There are also lots of cool
shops where you can get new
or second-hand clothes, or
shops like Sunshine Day-
dreams where you can get
things like incense and to-
bacco smoking products. A
couple of St. Louis” favorite
tattoo and piercing studios
are on the Loop such as Tron
Age and House of Ink. Vin-
tage Vinyl is one of the city’s
‘oldest and most successful
second-hand music stores,
and has been located on the
Delmar Loop for three de-
cades.

The Grove is another
entertainment district that
is quite well known to the
GLBT community.

Located southeast of For-
est Park and down the Man-
chester strip, there are quite a
few bars that are well-known
to those of us in the gay
community such as Novak’s,
Attitudes, Just John’s and
Ernie’s 32°. In addition to
drinks, many of the establish-
ments in the grove have really
good food. Atomic Cowboy,
Agave, La Dolce Via and El
Mundo [Latino are places
located in the Grove where
you can get a tasty bite to eat.

Don't let the gay-friendliness
of the Grove put you off: the
bars and restaurants in this
area are not just for GLBT
persons, but for anyone who
is interested in a good drink,
a game of pool or some great
dinner.

Many of these places--
such as Novak’s, Agave and
Ernie’s
patios where you can relax,

32° -have outdoor

chat with friends and enjoyv

yourself for a relaxing night

out. I highly recommend this
area for going out for drinks
with friends.

Other great neighbor-
hoods and entertainment
districts around town include
the Maplewood downtown
area--with the amazing Mon-
arch and other restaurants-
-South Grand and Webster
Groves’ downtown
Soulard, our oldest neigh-
borhood, has music, restau-
rants, bars and of course the

arca.
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The Delmar Loop in University City, named one of the ten best streets in America.

Soulard Market--a popular
destination for fresh pro-
duce, meats and spices--in
the great French historic
area that hosts Mardi Gras
and Bastille Day every vear.
Laclede’s Landing downtown
and Westport Plaza in Mary-
land Heights also offer plen-
ty of bars, plus theater and
comedy shows ar Wesrtport.
St. Charles historic district
has old-fashioned charm and
plenty of restaurants.

Forest Park features much more than just a zoo

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Wiriter

Since its opening in 1876,
Forest Park has been one of
the most treasured public as-
sets in St. Louis.

Being one of the largest
urban parks in the US.A., it
is 500 acres larger than New
York’s Central Park. With so
much history, Forest Park
also has a lot of entertain-
ment to offer. Museums,
trails for biking and other
kinds of unigue attractions
are scattered around the large
scenic landscape of one of

St. Louis’ favorite hot spots.
Centrally located off High-
way 40 and bordered by
Skinker, Lindell and King-

‘shighway, there are a vanety

of Metro stops you can take
to visit this cool location.

A favorite zone for chil-
dren and adults alike in For-
est Park is the St. Louis Z.oo,
which houses an exquisite
collection of fauna for all to
view. Continually being aung-
mented and improved since
its opening in 1891, our Zoo
contains exhibits that are
quite impressive. The new-
est exhibit--one of which

this writer is still waiting to
see--is the stingrﬂ)‘ exhibit at
the Carbbean Cove, where
you not only view the small
stngrays but actually touch
them in the aquarium where
they are housed. In addidon
to the sting ray exhibit, the
Childrens Zoo is another
hands-on place for children
and adults who like to experi-
ence more direct interaction
with animals.

Forest Park is also packed
with cultural institutions,
including the St. Louis Art
Museum, the Missour His-
tory Museum and the Muny.

You can read more about the
Art Museum in the “Art Mu-

seums and Galleries” article
and the History Museum and
Muny in the “Special Attrac-
tions™ article but vou might
want to note that one of the
best places to eat in Forest
Park is Meriwether’s in the
History Museum which has a
lovely view of the park too.
The St Louis Science
Center 1s another cool attrac-
tion that offers its visitors an
educational excursion. The
Science Center’s Discovery
Room is full of areas that

‘contain  experimental and

hands on learning for chil-
dren ages three to seven that
introduces them to funda-
mental scientific knowledge
that can jumpstart their in-
terests in the sciences. The
Science Center is not just for
kids; adults can have a blast
there too. The OMNIMAX
shows a variety of captivat-
ing films on the four-story
domed screen daily. There
are also a variety of tempo-
rary exhibits on display that
come and go year round.
The Boathouse is a his-
toric treasure in St. Louis

that has been enjoyed by gen-

erations. Although it used to
be just a boathouse on the
Post-Dispatch Lake, it is now
rebuilt and includes a restau-
The
restaurant menu includes a
variety of hearty meals like
fish and chips and Boathouse
baby back ribs.

Other old favorites in the
park, especially as wedding
locatiors, are the Jewel Box
greenhouse and the World
Fair Pavilion.

Lastly, in early summer,
Forest Park becomes the
site of the annual St. Louis

Shakespeare Festival.

rant and boat rentals.
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St. Louis is where it’s art

» STACY BECKENHOLDT

Copy Editor

St. Louis: Sports center,
Gateway to the West and
home of toasted ravioli. This
great city of the Midwest
has a myriad of offerings to
its loyal residents and visit-
ing friends, not the least of
which are a variety of venues
for art. Whether its a small
interior gallery run by pas-
sionate local artists or 100
plas acres in a park-like set-
ting, there is certainly some-
thing for even the pickiest
art connoisseur and. enough
variety to satisfv the wildest
desires of every Gemini.

Indoor locations

Celebrating its 130th birth-
day this vear, the St. Louis \rt
Museum is undoubtedls the
most  well-known location
for all things art in St. Lou-
is. Opening as the St. Louis
School and Museum of Fine
Arts, it moved to its current
location in Forest Park af-
ter the 1904 World’s Fair. It
houses some of the world’s
greatest art from a variety of
era’s and locations, the most
popular of which may be
the Ancient Egyptian mum-
mified remains of Amen-
Nestawy-Nakht  from 900
B.C. The museum is always
free and special exhibits--
which require admission--are
always free on Fridays. Hours
are Tuesday through Sunday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with hours
extended to 9 p.m. on Friday.
The website is www.slam.org,

Located in Historic Sou-

lard in downtown St. Louis,
The Soulard Art Marker and
Contemporary Art Gallery-
-also known as the SAM
Gallery--specializes in show-
casing different local artists’
work nearlv cvery weekend;
over the course of a semes-
ter you could see as many
as 16 different shows. Their
website excitedly announces
that on September 6 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. it will be a rest
stop for cyclists participating
in the annual Tour of Mis-
souri.

In celebration of this spe-
cial honor, the SAM Gallery
will open “SPOKED!” a
bicycle-themed art show, on
Friday, September 4 with a
free reception from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. They have a weekend
of fun, free events to follow
so be sure to check them out.
Regular hours are Friday 6
p.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday 12
p-m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 12
p-m. to 6 p.m.

The website is www.sou-
lardartmarket.com.

Other art museums in-
clude the Contemporary
Art Museum of St. Louis, in
Grand Center, and the Pulit-
zer Foundation for Art.

Outdoor Locations

Laumeier Sculpture Park
is one of two major outdoor
art venues. Situated on 105
acres, visitors can enjoy short
or long walks while viewing
more than 70 original pieces
of art created by artists from
all over the world. Leashed

pets and picnic baskets are
welcome. Open every dar
except Christmas, hours are 8
a.m. to sunset. The website is
www.laumeier.com.

Another outdoor art ven-
ue is the Citv Garden located
in the heart of downtown St.
Louis. From sunrise to 10
p.m. visitors can stroll amid
a mixture of art, plants, ar-
chitectural design and even a
video wall. The Terrace View
serves breakfast, lunch and
dinner every day but Sunday.
The website is www.citygar-
denstl.com.

Alternative Spaces

The ever-changing, ever-
growing City Museum is a
definite must-see. The brain-
child of sculptor Bob Cassil-
Iy, he and several artists take
found objects from the dry-
-such as chimneys, bridpes
and airplanes—and creatively
construct indoor and out-
door plavgrounds--aptly
named Monsoo City (think
monstrosity)--and redesigned
architecture. Begun 12 years
ago, regular visitors are al-
ways treated to something
new as Cassilly’s work may
never cease. Additionally, the
600,000 square-foot former
shoe factory has four loca-
tions to purchase light meals
and drinks, Open Monday
through Thursday 9 am. to
5 p.m., Fnday and Saturday
9 am. to 1 a.m. and Sunday
11T am. to 5 pm. Admis-
sion starts at $12 for visitors
age three and up with extra
charges for the World Aquar-

ium and The Roof. Tickets
are just $10 Fridav and Satur-
day after 5 p.m.

Just a stone’s throw from
the Anheuser Bush Brewery
off Highway 55, the Venice
Cafe may not be a museum
or gallery of art, but diners
will walk away with more
than full bellies after a wvisit
to this eclectic restaurant-bar.

Sweet and spicy Carib-

bean food and ice-cold bev-
erages pale in comparison
to the interesting mix of
trash-turned-treasure ~ such
as old bottle caps, tiles, baby
dolls, license plates, lighters,
cell phone and beads which
adorn every available inch of
space. \

Described by one blogger
as “Alice in Wonderland on
acid,” the Venice Cafe is sure
to keep conversation lively. If
the sights are not entertain-
ment enough (and we truly
doubt it) live music and a for-
tune teller will certainly add
to the experence. Hours are
Monday through Saturday 4
p.m. to 1 a.m. The website is
www.thevenicecafe.com.

The Craft Alliance, in the
Delmar Loop, and Third-De-
gree Glass Factory, further
east on Delmar, offer classes
in their arts and crafts, plus
artists and craftsmen doing
other forms of the arts.

Whether vou are a life-

long St. Louisan wanting to
learn about the world or a
world-traveler wanting to
learn about St. Louis, a trip
to any of these or other dis-
tinct venues of art are sure to
satisfy,

Join us on the internet at these fine sites and more.
You can start at thecurrentonline.com

If Uncle Sam was on
Facebook, Twitter

and had his own
website, he

wouldn’t have to keep
pointing his finger

al everyone to

get thier

attention.
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Movies and special theatres near campus

p» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

Whether you love the art

‘of cinema or just want to
‘see that latest blockbuster,

there are movie theaters for
vou near campus. Most Hol-

lywood movies are shown in

multiple theaters owned by
big theater chains.

‘The point is to see the lat-
est hot movie, not a special
venue. But some movie the-
aters are special venues, with
unique or historic architec-
ture, upscale concessions and
even films that are exclusive
runs. Next time you go to
the movies, vou can make the
theater part of the entertain-
ment.

Lucky for us, movie the-
aters of all types are just a
short drve away.

The Tivoli Theatre \
. This

restored  historic

movie theater is a visual treat
even before you see the mov-
ie. The restored 1925 movie
house has been converted
from a single screen to three
screens but in a way that
preserved the beauty of this
classic movie palace. Every-
where you look are delight-
ful details, starting with the
old style movie marquee with
globe lights and the plush
historic lobby.

The lobby is filled with
great classic film memora-
bilia and old movie posters,
generally with a St. Louis
link. Originally, there were
vaudeville shows before the

movie, and the stage is still™

there ar the front of the big
main theater. The whole the-
ater is filled with architectural
embellishments and details.
Go early so you can take a
good look around.

The Tivoli Theatre is part
of the Landmark Theartre

chain and shows the best in
independent films, foreign
films and even a few locally
made films. Most are exclu-
sive runs. It is the venue for
the annual St. Louis Inter-
national Film Festval. In
the summer and fall it runs
a midnight show series, with
anime, cult films and edgy
stuff.

Concessions are great.
The Tivoli offers gourmet
snacks, teas and coffees, and
even wine and beer.

Hi Pointe Theater

The Hi-Pointe is actually
older than the Tivoli and re-
tains its old-time movie mar-
quee and box office. Inside,
the theater was redone sev-
eral times, the last time in the
early 1960s.

The retro look has its ap-
peal though and the lobby is
filled with old movie photos

JOIN THE MNU COMMUNITY WATCH

YOU AND A GUEST

ARE INVITED
T0 A SPECIAL
SCREENING OF

BDISTRICT

Log on to
thecurrentonline.com

The Tivoli, a theater in The Loop, University City.

too. Inside, the theater has
one big screen, very comfy
plush seats and the best
sound system in town. This

local independent theater has

first-rate concessions, gour-
met snacks and beverages.
The movies ate big hits as
are a few indic films, offering
stvle and popular movies.

JENNIFER MEAHAN / THE CURRENT

For Cate’s fulllisting of
theaters, check
thecurrentonline.com

® Tues: Karaoke 8

Wed: Ladies’ Night 9-cl

M-F: Happy Hour 3-7pm

from Monday, August 10 -
Thursday, August 13

for your chance to receive

a screening pass for two.*

Find out humuoc:g]hecoma Located in downtown St. Louis at
a me| r e x
B iy Y 0 1320 Washington Ave.
www.d-9.com/communitywatch St. LOUIS, Missouri 63103
= (314) 241-8885
STAR ! The Corrent m_flmngmpub_cnm
Hours
Sun - Wed: {1am - 1:30am

Thurs - Sat: 11am - 3am
(Kitchen closes at 10:00pm)
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The State of Health at UMSL

The state of health at
UMSL is a good one. The
health services are headed up
by a nurse practiioner that
has a doctoral degree, and the
insurance is provided by the
Chickering Group.

To learn more about the
healthcare rates, etc,, go to
www.aetnastudenthealth.
com. This site should give
you a thorough look into
what UMSL. has available to
us.

Of course, the clinic that
we have here is ambulatory
and sees students by appoint-
ment or even walk-ins. They
perform such procedures
as Immunization, sexually
transmitted disease tests, and
weight check, in additon to
the women’s wellness exam.

If you dont have any
health insurance at all, it is
highly recommended that
you at least study what
UMSL has to offer to all en-
You really
never know when illness may

rolled students.

hit, and ultimately, you are re-
sponsible for vour own well-
being,

For many of us, our par-

ents’ insurance claims on us .

run out when we’re past the
age of 22. This leaves us
with the option of either not
having healthcare, or paving
(sometimes dearly) for health
care.

UMSL’s option for health-
care is reasonable. It is hard
to be without any medical
attention during those in be-
ween )'C:lfs.

It is encouraged for all stu-
dents to at least have vearly
exams, and if vou are a fe-
male it is important to have
gynecological exams.

For those of us that sim-
ply can’t afford healthcare
under any circumstance, it is
very important to take care
of vourself — but even when
you take care of yourself you
should ser aside a few days
out of a year and get to know
a doctor be lerting him/her

know what all of your con-
CErns are.

There may be some com-
munity organizations that
could hook you up with a
doctor for a lot less money
than what you usually would
be paying out of pocket. Itis
a great idea to further explore
such community organiza-
tions and take advanrage of
the services that are available
for you.

Looking on the bright
President Obama’s
Universal
Healthcare, so maybe if we
hold out a little longer some-
thing good will happen for
those seeking healthcare cov-
erage.

Until then, use the servic-
es that are on your front doar
step, being Aetna through
UMSL or community-based

side,
includes

agenda

organizatons that are look-
ing for exactly someone like
you to help, and more often
than not, use a sliding scale,
or are even free.

son’s death.

This is what people have been saying on our
message boards...

“My condolences go out to the family and
friends of this person.”
-LIN on the suicide on campus.

“There is nothing wrong with americans

being upset about his death and the media

talking about it.” |
- JP on the coverage of Michael Jack-

National Scholars Honor Society
does no honor to scholars

The Internet is a wild and
woolly place, and computer
users face genuine hazards
such as viruses and spyware
that they must diligently
guard against.

There are also plenty of
scams that seek to separate
vou from your money in-
stead of controlling your
computer.

You must face vour in-
box evety day with a healthy
dose of skepticism; muzzle
vour curiosity and don’t
open attachments from
people whose name you
do not recognize. Do not
click “Yes” when a website
claims that your computer is
infected and offers to scan
vour hard drive, because you
are saying “yes” to installing
SPyWire on your computer,
Do not take checks or mon-
ey orders from people who
want you to send money out
of the country while you
hold the check.

Since we are all university
students here at The Current,
we find the National Schol-
ars Honor Society (NSHS)
particularly annoying,

On its homepage at
www.nationalscholarshon-
orsociety.com, the NSHS
describes itself as “a pri-
vate and independent aca-
demic honors organization
dedicated to encouraging,
recognizing, and rewarding
high academic achievement
in all areas of study” Un-
fortunately, there is no aca-
demic achievement required
to join the NSHS, and ac-
cording to our sources, a cat
named Mollie has been ac-
cepted for membership. All
that was needed for Mollie
to join this group of schol-
ars was $110.

The NSHS makes no
bones about its selecdon
criteria: there are none. The
INSHS states quite clearly on
its website that it requires
no pre-approval based on
GPA. The requirements
for membership are laugh-
able: accept an Honar Code
pledging personal integrity,
and complete an application
for membership. Oh, yes,
and send $110. :

By  carefully search-
ing the NSHS website, we

have discovered the ben-
efits to membership. New
members receive the Na-
tional Scholars Membership
Document, “a prestigious
parchment document for
members to frame and dis-
play.”® The NSHS assures
its new members that “this
certificate is our pinnacle of
collegiate awards, serving as
the standard for measuring
academic success.”
bers zlso have the right to
list membership on resumes
and applicatons.

If you list membership in
the NSHS on your resume,
the only thing vou are tell-
ing employers is that vou
are gullible. The National
Scholars Membership Doc-
ument and a dollar will get
you a small cup of coffee.

The NSHS does claim o
be handing out some schol-
arship money, and we hope
that this is true. Nonethe-
less, we think vou should
keep yvour $110, and check
with your academic advisers
before you spend anv mem-
bership money on scholarly
organizations.

Mem-

they are !”

on

“Expose the Tobacco industry for the killers

- SAS on the posability of a smoking
ban on campus.

Make your voice be heard. You can go to
www.thecurrentonline.com and comment

every article in this and past issues.
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The pains of residential living at UMSL

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

Living on campus can be
very appealing to new stu-
dents at UMSL, but it’s not
all as amazing and great as
it seems at first. Living on
campus has pros and cons
like anything else. T think
every new student on cam-
pus should be well-informed
about all the consequences
of living on or off campus,
then weigh out the costs and
benefits before making their
decision.

I think the pros of living
On campus are very appcal-
ing, especially at first. Living
on campus makes getting to
class so much easier, espe-
cially those 8:00AM classes
when you really dont feel
like driving to class. In ad-
diton to proximity, living
in a building full of other
students lends its way to op-
portunities meeting people
who have the same career
paths and interests as you;
you can even meet people

while living on campus that
you would have ever met
or approached in other cir-
cumstances. This promotes
experiencing new things and
meeting people that are dif-
ferent than you.

Living on campus isn’t
as perfect as it may seem.
The price to live on cam-
pus is substantial. For the
2009-2010 nine-month
academic year, it costs $732
per month including the
required meal plan. That’s
pretty expensive if you think
about it. For that price, you
could get an apartment on
your own. Better yet, if you
know one other person, you
could get a roommate and
save even more. In addition
to the price, living in the
dorms requires you to give
up a small amount of free-
dom for the greater good.
There is a strict limit to the
amount of times a visitor
can stay overnight. The last
tme I checked, it was two
times per semester. That is

nothing if you have a signifi-
cant other that you want to
bring home for some boom-
boom. I mean, if you’re pay-
ing that much money to live
in this cramped room, don’t
you think you should have
the freedom to bring people
home when you want? Yeah,
you have people you share
the dorms with, but I ask
how is that different than an
apartment building? It isn’.
With the limitation of
overnight visitors, the con-
stant oversight by your RA
and the fact that UMSL is
a dry-campus, it can feel as
if you don’t have control of
your own living situation.
The RAs can be a little up-
tight when it comes to the
rules, which is understand-
able because their paid-
housing is on the line when
you break the rules. Enough
is enough. Sometimes you
need to breathe a little, and
being a person over the age
of 21 living in the dorms
can be a pain in the ass

when it comes to drinking. I
remember being 22, living in
the dorms and being repri-
manded for drinking on my
birthday. Lame.

Not everything about liv-
ing on campus is perfect.
Its far from it Living on
campus was the option I
took my first year at UMSL..
It worked out well for me,
meeting many new people
while having loads of fun.
However, the dorms have
became much more secure
and strict since the first year
Oak Hall opened, creating
mote hassles to deal with
and more hoops to jump
through. Personally, 1 see
more cons than pros to liv-
ing on campus. Paying so
much to live in the dorms,
I would like to get a little
more freedom than they’re
willing to give you. For that
reason, I say campus living is

a pain, and if you have an-
other option, look into it! If
not, at least you’re out of the
parents’ house!

A fuller downtown
area In Ferguson

» PAUL MAGUIRE

Staff Writer
If one were to travel
around the country with

the intent of wvisiting col-
lege towns, one would find
something very interesting;
many college towns have a
trendy, well established strip
of storefronts as an attractive
Many be-
lieve the college experience
has not only to do with edu-
cation, but also the fun to be

downtown area.

had in the districts off cam-
pus. This is why a classy, en-
joyable strip seems necessary.

In St. Louis, Washington
University has the Delmar
Loop. If you are a WashU
student looking for some live
music, a meal, a drink or even
just a place to sit and people
watch, as you puff a hookah,
the Loop is the place to go.
Likewise, if vou are a stu-
dent from St. Louis Univer-
sity, all vou need to do is roll
yout bicycle a mile south on
Grand. There you will find
bars, cafes and dance floors
galore.

Also, if you are a Web-
ster University student, just
a short stroll on Big Bend
takes you to a nice, full, re-
laxing downtown area. Here
vou can have coffee or check
out instruments at the local
music shop.

So, why notembrace a fun,
trendy downtown in which
University of Missouri-St.
Louis students can hangout
and get a cup of Joe? Why
not put effort toward a strip
in Ferguson? Heck, if Miz-
zou can have a nice, hap-
penin' downtown, then so
can we,

First, with a fuller down-
town 4rea nNear campus, stu-
dents would not have to travel

such far distances. The Loop
is close to six miles away,
while South Grand is around
eleven miles away and Web-
ster Groves is a whopping
thirteen miles from the UM-
St. Louis campus. This is not
to mention Kirkwood, Brent-
wood, and Maplewood, all of
which have great downtown
strips, and all of which are at
least a thirty minute drive.

Second, a good down-
town would allow for UM-
St. Louis students to have
more job opportunities close
by. Whether you bartend,
sling coffee, work retail or
just want to get your band a
good gig at a fun bar, a down-
town with variety would pro-
vide the employment you
desire. This way, instead of
rrudging trough 2 job in or-
der to make ends meet, one
would have more of a chance
to find a well paying enjoy-
able job. This would in turn
enrich one's college experi-
ence and add variety to one's
resume.

Third, a better downtown
would give UM-5t. Louis stu-
dents more opportunities to
be active in the community
surrounding the campus. In-
stead of only focusing on
what is good, what is bad and
what needs to change within
the confines of campus life,
students would be apt to get
out and join others in Fergu-
son. Clubs could be formed
intermingling students and
residents. Organizations
would crop up, including a
variety of people, building
neighborhoods and mavbe
even giving some helpful life
experience beyond the class
room. This would make the
students at UM- St. Louis
more ready for the real world
upon graduation.
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COURSES THAT SHOULD BE OFFERED AT UMSL

Hebrew

Test preparation

» AFTON ANDERSON
Copy Editor

After gerring my scores
for the American College
Test (ACT), I took a big sigh
of relief. I thought [ had
finished the most important
test of my life. Now that I am
about to graduate from col-
lege, 1 realize that the ACT
was not the test that decided
my fate. I am faced with a
new challenge: the MCAT.

Fifty years ago, Hnish-
ing high school was a high
achievement and it was per-
fectly normal to enter the
expecting to
bring in the kind of revenue
that will support a family.
Around twenty years ago, it
seemed everyone could go
to college with new govern-
ment backed loans and cred-
it. Now, it seems that even
managers at fast food restau-
rants have collegiate degrees
and more must be done to
ensure that we can enter the
professional world. Last
year, the job outlook was not
that great for our nation and
UMSL students alike. After
researched the graduates who
did have jobs, 1 noticed a few
things they had in common.
Many successful graduates
had undergraduate degrees
that were mathematics based
and/or they were graduates
from professional schools.

One of the differences

work force

between high school and col-.

lege is that in high school,
we are drilled about what is
going to come next. We are
taﬁght skills in school that are
going to help us excel on the
ACT. We have all had that
teacher who says, “I'm doing
it like this because it’s going
to be this way when you get
to college” Where is that
now? Why is there nothing
in our curriculum that helps
us to do well on professional
and graduate school entrance
exams? Once you have de-
cided to go on to profession-
al school or earn a graduate
degree, it is up to the you to

ensure vou have the skills to
master the GRE, GMAT,
MCAT, LSAT, and every
other test of that nature. Un-
less, of course, you go to one
of these private and/or small
universities that give their
students the competitive ad-
vantage on these tests.

A lirde
that there are schools that
have been prepping their

birdie told me

students hardcore for com-
petitive tests like the MCAT
and the LSAT for vears. In-
grained in their curticulum
are courses with names like
“Foundations of Chemistry”
or “Fundamentals of Law
and Logic” and are really just
glorified names for MCAT
prep or LSAT prep. These
students at these universi-
tes take these courses dur-
ing the last few semesters of
their collegiate career. When
that test comes up, they are
ready. They get that 39 on
the MCAT or that 171 on
their LSAT. This is nothing
like the ACT. This is the test
that may decide whether I'm
going to be a surgeon or flip
burgers. Okay, not flip burg-
ers. You get my drift.

A post-baccalaureate pro-
gram is designed to help you
get into professional school
after you have already gradu-
ated. They are most preva-
lent for people trying to go to
law or medical school. Some
drawbacks are: they can take
months or even years to com-
plete, they are few in number
meaning you will likely have
to move, and you have to
pay full tuition at that institu-
tion to attend. I don’t have
a problem spending an extra
year or two in school. For
many UMSL students with
families and full time jobs,
that just is not an option.

What else can we do to
get ahead? We could just
pay $2,000 dollars to do
these preps on our own. I say
UMSL needs to step up their
game and start doing it for us,
too. Their secret is out now.
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» DAPHNE DROHOBYCZER
Opinions Editor

I do not consider myself
an extremist fundamentalist
Jew or anything. but growing
up I was ahways interested in
learning Hebrew because mv
patents had prvate discus-
sions in Hebrew that I could
never comprehend. For many
vears, I toed to teach my-
self Hebrew and eventually
reached a place where I could
read Hebrew, albeit very, very
slowly. UMSL does not of-
fer Hebrew courses, and 1
am here to say that putting
a Hebrew course into action
would have many benefits.
Those who would choose
to learn Hebrew may also
be interested in Near East-
ern studies, another area that
UMSL has not developed
fully when considering the
courses in History that are
consistent.

I realize there is a minis-
cule percentage of Jews on
the campus, but take this for
a case — you don’t have to
be Muslim to learn Arabic.
UMSL has some incredibly
flourishing departments, so
it would be optimal for us to
follow UMSL’s momentum
into unchartered terrtory,
as 1s such, Hebrew:We could
lend a hand in the responsi-
bility of Americans learning
languages other than English
by offering a language that
many students have the curi-
osity for.

Also, a Hebrew course
may attract more interna-
donal students, especially
from Israel or from cities in
Europe largely populated by
Jews. Of course, the classes
would be open to everyone,
and having Hebrew classes
at a state school is not un-
heard of. If anything, they
make the langnage program
stronger. I am sure that in-
cluding Hebrew in the cur-
riculum would make academ-
ics stronger here, and would
open up a whole new cat-
egory of students who would

find attending UMSL appeal-
ing, Hebrew also has its Jew-
ish languages counterparts
— Yiddish and Ladino. If
Hebrew was included in the
course catalogue, then stu-
dents taking Hebrew could
form Yiddish and Ladino
clubs. Yiddish is basically the
German dialect used by Jews
and Ladino is the Spanish
dialect used by another set of
Jews, Both for centures but
in different places.

UMSL has so much to
offer students in the way of
languages — we have Arabic,
Japanese, and even Greek.
Having Hebrew available
to students at UMSL. would
open up an incredible set
of new possibiliies — from
courses on religion to courses
on the middle East, to great
interfaith discussions. It may
even affect the diversity of
the UMSL environment. Ba-
sically, including Hebrew at
UMSL could shed a whole
new light on the availabil-
ity of courses offered and
cultures explored at UMSL.
With Middle Eastern stud-
ies being the hot topic at this
moment, there is no doubt
that students could put their
lessons in Hebrew, Arabic,
and perhaps Middle Eastern
and Religious studies to use
in the real world.

Having Hebrew courses
established at UMSL would
serve as a catalyst to greater
and broader things. It would
open admissions to students
who have a primary goal to
learn Hebrew and simultane-
ously be an attractive option
to students who have entered
and are looking for a Middle
Eastern language.

It would eventually create
not only the need, but the
desire from students and fac-
ulty to have Middle Eastern
and Religious studies. These
fields are truly fascinating,
and although you can have
a taste of it from the His-
tory Department, full depart-
ments in these areas is opti-
mal. :
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‘Global Climate Change

» CATE MARQUIS
A&F Editor

The University of Mis-
souri-St Louis is offering a
new course, “Global Climate
Change,” through the Con-
tinuing Education depart-
ment which points the way
for other new science courses
UM-St Louis might offer in
the future.

The strengths of the cam-
pus’ science faculty and re-
sources like the Center for
Neurodynamics, the Whit-
ney R. Harris World Ecology
Center and Center for Nano-
science offer tremendous op-
portunities for UM-St. Louis
to create unique and compel-
ling science courses.

Multi-disciplinary science
is where some of the most
interesting research is taking
place. What’s more, these ar-
eas where science disciplines
overlap often have practical
applications.- While the sci-
ences are traditionally di-
vided into fields like biology,
chemistry, physics and so
forth, nature itself makes no
such distinctions. When ad-
dressing practical challenges,
drawing on all fields can of-
fer new solutions and break-
throughs.

Here are a few other inter-
esting ideas for new science
courses:

World  Ecology: The
Whitney R. Harris World
Ecology Center is already
leading the way with this idea
by co-sponsoring this new
climate change course. This
center is a bit different from
the others in that it already
has a publiec outreach and
educational function. It has a
global reach and serves as an
academic branch for the Mis-
souri Botanical Garden and
the St. Louis Zoo. Why not a
course that surveys of topics
in world ecology or focuses
on current écological “hot
spots?”

Neurodynamics: In the
real world of nature, there
are no boundaries between

sciences. What aré the phys-
ics involved in neurological
functions? This already co-
operative and multi-disciplin-
ary science center has gone
from a collaborative overlap
between biology and physics
to one that now has overlaps
with psychology research and
medicine. There is potential
in practical cures and pure re-
search, so why not introduce
students to that world?

Nanoscience: ~ Nanosci-
ence is the study of the very
small, a multi-disciplinary
area with overlaps in physics,
imaging and computer sci-
ence. Who would not want
to know a bit more about
tiny tools that might do big
things? This center is do-
ing this work, so why not a
course to introduce students
to what this area of research
is all about.

Pandemics and World
Health: Everybody is talking
about swine flu, so why not
a course in pandemics of the
past that also explores the
public health tools we have
now to meet this challenge?
The university offers a course
in virology but putting the
whole thing in a global and
practical context could be en-
lightening;

History of Science: If our
campus does not offer this
course now, it should. The
roles of science in world his-
tory as well as the sequences
of sciendfic discoveries and
evolution of technologies are
essential foundations for be-
ing an informed citizen in a
democracy.

Evolution: It is a founda-
tion of biological science but
many non-biologists seem
unaware of the mountain of
scientific data underpinning
it. Since this is a frequent
topic of public discourse,
and creationists often like to
say “let the debate begin,” a
course like this could provide
a rational, calm forum for a
comparison of data and civi-
lized debate to take place.
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Got an opinion on their opinion?
Let us know.

www.thecurrentonline.com

thecurrent@umsl.edu

RA NEOW RANTS

It’s all in the family

» AMY BELLM
Staff Writer

“What is your favorite part
of being gay?” This question
was asked of me recently,
and the answer came easily. I
love the idea of community:
a community where not only
strong social connections are
drawn, but one where a so-
cial movement is key. With
the 40% anniversary of the
Stonewall Riots this past June
and pride events nationally
celebrating the accomplish-
ments made by the gay liber-
ation movement, how could
vou not partake?

Just to be clear, the queer
community is not just about
drinking copious amounts
of alcohol and dancing to
booming electronic  beats
long into the night. It is not
some kind of orgy-filled ex-
perimental commune. Sexual
liberation plays only small
role in the overall move-
ment, and that role must have
grown tred in the 70s and
80s. Now, because of the
above mentioned statements,
don’t assume that the gay
scene is no fun, because it’s
a ball (disco perhaps). Being
able to go out to place where
one can hold their lover/boy-
friend /girlfriends hand or
show some sort of public af-
fection with no implications
like a heterosexual couple, is
a definite benefit of the gay
scene. This gav scene I refer

to includes bars, yes, but also
gay-friendly coffee shops,
restaurants, neighborhoods,
etc. '

The pride events, cele-
brated worldwide are key to
this idea of community. The
pride events in different cit-
ies, although seemingly dif-
ferent (amount of people at-

tending, certain events held, .

the parades. ..) have the same
message: to gather the lesbi-
ans, gays, bisexuals, transgen-
der, queer, and straight allies
together with a sentiment of
hope and celebration. The
events show that we are a
community that bands to-
gether for both a good fun
time and as a movement to
be reckoned with.

St. Louis, for example,
holds their pride event every
year on the last weekend of
June in Tower Grove Park
with a parade that shoots
down South Grand. If you
are feeling like you don’t
know many gays, or maybe
you don’t think St. Louis is
home to a large gay commu-
nity, come out (really) to this
event.

Why do you think gays re-
fer to other gays as “family?”
It is the community brewing
and coming together. We are
there for each other, as one
would be for their own sib-
lings, to enjoy each other’s
presence and to fight for
each other, to stand together.
We’re in this one together.

FOREIGNER’S CORNER

Internationals welcome

» SOFI SECK
Photo Editor

AMERICANS: Imagine
going to a new place, thou-
sands of miles away from
home. Imagine having to
learn a new language, a new
culture, being away from
your friends and family for
months and even years at
a time. This is what inter-
national students deal with
everyday.

Believe me when I tell
vou that being an interna-
tonal student is not easy, so
please help make our transi-
tion a little easier by better
understanding what we go
through and being a little
more sensitive to our situa-
tion.

Please understand that
just because we don’t speak
and understand English per-
fectly, that does not make
us unintelligent or illiterate.
Most of us speak 3 or more
languages and study incred-
ibly hard to get to where we

are.

Please understand that it
is very hurtful when people
react negatively to you sim-
ply because you have an

accent. An accent should
never discredit a person’s
opinions and ideas.

INTERNATONALS:
I'm not going to lie to you,
being an international stu-
dent is not as easy at all. You
have to be willing to work
harder than most to get to
the same level academically
simply because of the lan-
guage barrier.

No matter how hard you
worked on your English
back home, you will face
limitations on vocabulary.
The difficulties of under-
standing the mixture of
slang into normal speech
makes it more challenging to
be able to participate fully in
a conversation. Don’t let this
get you down.

I was lucky enough to go
to high school here. Even
then, it took me vyears to
be comfortable enough
to speak and interact with
Americans. Do not let that
stop you from trying. Don’t
worry about your accents,
dont worry about sound-
ing stupid, just relax and try
your best. If you do not un-
derstand something, simply

ask for help.

Do vourself a favor;
be ready for anything and
everything to go wrong
Don’t assume that you'll be
able to find the perfect job
right away, and don’t give up
when you don’t. Times are
hard so be sensible about
your money.

Although vou probably
will find a job here, it might
take a while. Try and be rea-
sonable with your money.

Your culture shock might
be a little deeper if you came
from an educational system
that is completely different
from the one where you
move.

Don't freak out, you will
find that after living here a
couple of weeks, you should
be completely used to it
If you are not, the people
at the international office
would be more then happy
to assist you. That is what
they are there for, so don’t
hesitate to stop by and ask
for help.

In fact, those rules go
for everything. If you find
vourself in need of help, use
the resources thar UMSL

Columns

provides. If you are feeling
overwhelmed, the counselor
at the health center would
be more then happy to talk
to you about it. If you are
finding the language barrer
to be too much, we have
tutors and ESL classes that
can help you out with no
problem. That is what they
are there for, so use them if
you need them.

Finally, do not be afraid
to be you. Americans do
not bite. They are actu-
ally very friendly and funny
people and if you give them
a chance, they will give you
one. Go for it, make some
new friends, and try new
things. That is what being
international is all about af-
ter all.

If you do all of this with
an open mind, you will leave
this experience with so
much more than you could
have ever imagined. You
will meet people who will
change the way you see life,
you will learn more than you
ever thought you could, and
you will grow incredibly as a
petson.

Welcome to the U. S.
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Classifieds |

Classified ads are free for students, faculty and staff. Other rates vary. To
place an ad, please send your ad (40 words or less), your name, and student
or employee number to thecurrent@umsl.edu, or call 516-5316.

100 ANNOUCEMENTS

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your announce-
ments, including legal announcements, wedding announcements, lost & found items, and
much more. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

200 TRANSPORTATION : )
Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your transporta-

tion needs, including ads selling cars, trucks, vans, campers, boats, trailers, motorcycles and
more. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

300 EMPLOYMENT

Research Associate — Special Education. The Center for Adolescent Research at the
University of Mo-Columbia seeks a full-time or part-time research associate to participate
in research activities in St. Louis area high schools. For Job description go to: http:/hrs.
missouri.edu/find-a-job/academic/position/090094/

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your employment
needs, including help wanted, sales positions, office positions, intemnships, child care wanted,
and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad
today!

400 FOR SALE

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your selling
needs, including textbooks, clothes, pets, computers and much more! If you need to sell it, sell
it here! Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad today!

500 SERVICES =Y
Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for people advertising
services, including home and lawn care, business services, roofing, siding, cleaning, tutoring,

and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad

today!

600 RENTALS TR

Y _SSSeTR oL
Your classified ad here' The Current is happy to offer classn‘"ed ads for people aduemsmg
rentals, including apartments, houses for rent, roommates, those looking to rent, and much

more. Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad today!
n—

e ?‘E & e -%‘&‘ﬁgﬂ

Your classn" ed ad herel The Current is happy to nffer classmed ads for most anything at
all. If your classified doesn't fit into the above categories, simply request an ad in the Miscel-

laneous Section. Some restrictions may apply. Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.
edu to place your ad today!

UM-St. Louis will have its
third re-accreditation at the
end of this year.

“It’s a good feather in the
cap of a police department,”
Schupp said. “[Chief Roesel-
er] thought we could show
the university that we are a
professional police depart-
ment as well as the rest of the
community.”

.-\ccurding to
m:ln}'

Schupp,
people are unaware
that the Police Department
at UM-St.
accredited and certified po-
lice department. Schupp ex-
plained that the UM-St. Lou-
is’ Police Department has all

Louis is a fully

SAFETY, from page 2

the powers of arrest, does
the majority of their own in-
vestigations and crime scene
processing, and has their own
dispatching facilities,

Schupp  explained that
if a student is on campus
and needs to dial 911, they
should dial it from either a
red phone—-which will au-
tomatically dial the campus
Police Department—-or to
dial the Police Department
directly at (314) 516-5155.
Schupp explained that when
a student has an emergency
on-campus and they dial 911
instead of the UM-St. Louis
department, it can take lon-

ger to dispatch an officer to
assist them.

“It creates a delay,” Sch-
upp said. “In an emergency
situation a couple of seconds
can be a big deal.”

More information about
the UM-St. Louis Police De-
partment and crime statistics
can be found online at their
website.

Editors note: Unizersity Po-
Jice crime slatisties were requested

Jor this story and the request was

denied. Due fo fime constrainis
the statistics have not yet been ob-
tained, althongh the request will
continue to be made.

These initial plans for
construction were halted as
the economy of the nation
collapsed.

As the state wades in eco-
nomic turmoil with the rest
of the nation, it is forced to
weigh limited resources and
dispense them based upon
true need. The ailing econ-
omy and a transfer of power
to the newly elected Gover-
nor Jay Nixon halted renova-
tions to Benton-Stadler Hall.
The office of the governor
issued a release on February
13 stating: “that his adminis-
tration’s review of the MO-
HELA project list is com-
plete. The review was needed
because MOHELA has failed
to make its payments to the
state. The projects will be
suspended untl MOHELA
makes additional payments
or additional funding sources

FUNDING, from page 2

can be identified” On June
25, Nixon vetoed the Mis-
souri House of Represen-
tatives Approprations  bill
Hb22 that sought to be the
additional funding source.

UM-St. Louis fell seventh
on this list of top priority.
St. Louis Post Dispatch jour-
nalist, Kavita Kumar reports
that Governor Nixon’s Com-
munication Director Jack
Cardetti informed that “the
projects that were well un-
derway and that were able to
be completed got the green
light today”. Ameng the in-
stitutions that received funds
were Harris-Stowe State Uni-
versity’s Child & Parent Edu-
cation Center (39,252,803)
and Linn State Technical
College’s Heavy Equip-
ment Technology Building
(84,393,526).

University of Missouri

System officials announced
on July 16 that $332 million
in bonds were issued for
university projects, however
Benton Hall was not among
those that receive
money.

When asked if the recent
record-setting fundraising ac-
cumulation of $26.9 million
may be potential funding for
the Benton-Stadler expenses,
University Chancellor Tom
George clarified that the
money was most likely al-
ready allotted for something
else.

“Donors usually give for
a specific purpose, such as
the Scholarship Excellence
program and not for budget
concerns,” said Chancellor
Tom George, “[but] UMSL
is among the top priorities in
the state. 1 am optimistic we
will eventually get it.”

would

SGA, from page 3

“We have already contact-
ed the deans and they are all
really on board they are really
really excited about it,” Ritter
added.

One thing that Ritter is
“really excited” about is the
new SGA logo, which she

created in June. Ritter said
they believed the old logo
was outdated.

“The new logo is more
eye-catching,” she said “it
is very simple and it is easy
to read, explains what SGA
is and is a little more user-
friendly.”

While Ritter worked on
the logo, Meyer, senior, busi-
ness major, began coordinat-
ing and planning the 2009
homecoming festivities. This
year, homecoming will be
two days longer than last,
starting on September 25,
a Friday and concluding on

October 3, a Saturday,

“Ifs two days longer be-
cause of the way the soccer
games fell,” Meyer said.

Another difference in this
year’s homecoming concerns
spirit points. The points will
probably be awarded on a
percentage scale, therefore

giving larger student orga-
nizations no advantage over
smaller organizations.

“RHA has so many people
so they always win the spirit
awatd,” Meyer said “They do
a great job but I just feel bad
for the smaller organizations
that do have people show up

for everything but don’t win
because they are smaller.”

Yet when asked what their
biggest focus is for next year,
the three unanimously agreed
that it would first-and-fore-
most be the needs of UM-St.
Louis students.
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What do the current

Missourl state treasurer

Clint Zweifel, Post-Dispatch
writer Jeremy Rutherford, for-
mer Mayor of St. Louis Vincent

Schoemehl/ and local sports-
casters Frank Cusumano &

Kevin Slaten, all have In
common??

They went to UM-St. Louis...
and all worked for ‘The Qurrent.

Your student voice since 1966.
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{ Your weekly calendar of campus events. “What's Current” is a
i free service for student organizations. Deadline for submissions is
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Nonprofit Organization Board Member Legal Issues. For current and aspiring nonprofit
organization board members covers board member duties, liabliites, and legal protectors. The
class will include a disscussion of the Missouri Bar's goals for attorney pro bono work and
wether pro bono goal can be satisfied by board. Cost: $25, J.C. Penney Conference Center, One
University Blvd. For info call Stephen Smith at 5948.

New Student Orientation. A one day program for those admitted as undergraduate students
for Summer 2009 and Fall 2009. You will receive information and resources you will need as
you start your UMSL experience. Please visit the orientation website to register. Millennium
Student Center, 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM. For information contact Yolanda Weathersby at 5460.

Beginning Teachers Assistance Program Conference. This conference for new kindergar-
den through 12th-grade teachers includes discussion groups, workshops, and presentations

that focus on the particular needs of early career teachers. Attendence meets a requirement for
advancement in state certification. Cost: $35, J.C. Penney Conference Center, 8:00 AM to 2:30
PM. For more information contact Mattie Lewis at 5655.

“The U” New DJ Orientation. The U is looking for new DJs for the Fall Semester. No experi-
ence required. Attend this orientation session for more information. 314 MSC, 12:00 PM to
2:00 PM. For more information contact Keith Robinson at 1888.

2009 TA/RA Professional Development Conference. This two-day conference is open to
all new and returning graduate teaching assistants and research assistants campus-wide. J. C.
Penney Conference Center, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. For more info contact Dr. Sally Barr Ebest at
5544. ;

2009 TA/RA Professional Development Conference. This two-day conference is open to
all new and returning graduate teaching assistants and research assistants campus-wide. J. C.

Penney Conference Center, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. For more info contact Dr. Sally Barr Ebest at
5544, '

Bricay. AUGLST 2

Part-time Faculty Orientation. This half-day program is designed for part-time faculty, in-
cluding graduate students, who are teaching at UMSL for the first time. Located at 106 CCB,
1:00 PM to 4:30 PM. For more info contact Peggy Cohen at 4508.

Salurday, AUCGUEST 32

Part-time Faculty Orientation. This half-day program is designed for part-time faculty, in-
cluding graduate students, who are teaching at UMSL for the first time. Located at 106 CCB,
8:30 AM to 12:00 PM. For more info contact Peggy Cohen at 4508.

New Student Orientation. A one day program for those admitted as undergraduate students
for Summer 2009 and Fall 2009. You will receive information and resources you will need as
you start your UMSL experience. Please visit the orientation website to register. Millennium
Student Center, 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM. For information contact Yolanda Weathersby at 5460.

AHMAD ALJURYYED / THE CURRENT

All That Tap

Ardie Bryant performing at All That Tap XVIIl Saturday at the Touhill Performing Art Center. Mr.
_Bryant has been a tap dancer most of his life and has performed with artists such as Charlie
Parker, Dizzy Gillespie and Duke Ellington in venues such as the Apollo Theater and Carnegie Hall.
Most- recently he has been seen in commercials for AT&T and Budweiser,
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